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If you see this, your JavaScript might be disabled or DiscordIntegrator plugin isn't working. If the latter, please contact a wiki administrator. Created: March, 2005Content:One of the largest wikis263,485 articles96,377 characters68,888 comics363,093 files uploaded1,534,969 total pages10,540,510 all-time editsActivity:446 active editors100,000+
readers daily3,000,000+ visits per month14,000,000+ page views per month Consider donating to the Hero Initiative, a non-profit charity dedicated to helping comic book creators, writers and artists in need. Marvel Cinematic Universe filmsArtwork for "The Infinity Saga Collector's Edition" box setBased onCharacters publishedby Marvel
ComicsProduced byKevin Feige[a]Avi Arad (IM & TTH)Gale Anne Hurd (TTH)Amy Pascal (SM)Lauren Shuler Donner (DP&W)Ryan Reynolds (DP&W)Shawn Levy (DP&W)Anthony Russo (A:DD & A:SW)Joe Russo (A:DD & A:SW)StarringMarvel Cinematic Universe film actorsProductioncompaniesMarvel StudiosValhalla Motion Pictures (TTH)Columbia
Pictures (SM; 2017present)Pascal Pictures (SM; 201 7present)Maximum Effort (DP&W)21 Laps Entertainment (DP&W)AGBO (A:DD & A:SW)Distributed byParamount Pictures (200811)Universal Pictures (TIH; 2008)Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures (2012present)Sony Pictures Releasing (SM; 201 7present)Release date2008presentCountryUnited
StatesLanguageEnglishBudgetTotal (37 films): $7.2397.724billionBox officeTotal (37 films): $32.487billionMarvel Cinematic UniversePhasesThe Infinity SagaPhase One (20082012)Phase Two (20132015)Phase Three (20162019)The Multiverse SagaPhase Four (20212022)Phase Five (20232025)Phase Six (20252027)ListsFilmsvteThe Marvel Cinematic
Universe (MCU) centers on a series of American superhero films produced by Marvel Studios based on characters that appear in publications by Marvel Comics. The MCU is the shared universe in which all of the films are set. The films have been in production since 2007, and in that time Marvel Studios has produced and released 37 films, with at
least 8 more in various stages of development. It is the highest-grossing film franchise of all time, having grossed over $32.4billion at the global box office. This includes Avengers: Endgame, which became the highest-grossing film of all time at the time of its release.The films are written and directed by various individuals and feature large, often
ensemble, casts. Marvel Studios president Kevin Feige has produced every film in the franchise, while other Marvel Studios executives have also produced some films alongside Feige, including the studio's former CEO Avi Arad for the first two releases. Other individuals have also produced select MCU films, including Gale Anne Hurd for The
Incredible Hulk; Amy Pascal for the Spider-Man films; Lauren Shuler Donner, Ryan Reynolds, and Shawn Levy for Deadpool & Wolverine; and Anthony and Joe Russo for Avengers: Doomsday and Avengers: Secret Wars.Marvel Studios releases its films in groups called "Phases". Its first film is Iron Man (2008), which was distributed by Paramount
Pictures. Paramount also distributed Iron Man 2 (2010), Thor (2011), and Captain America: The First Avenger (2011), while Universal Pictures distributed The Incredible Hulk (2008), which was co-produced by Hurd's production company Valhalla Motion Pictures. Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures began distributing the series with the crossover
film The Avengers (2012), which concluded Phase One. Phase Two comprises Iron Man 3 (2013), Thor: The Dark World (2013), Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014), Guardians of the Galaxy (2014), Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), and Ant-Man (2015).Captain America: Civil War (2016) is the first film of Phase Three, and is followed by Doctor
Strange (2016), Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (2017), Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017), Thor: Ragnarok (2017), Black Panther (2018), Avengers: Infinity War (2018), Ant-Man and the Wasp (2018), Captain Marvel (2019), Avengers: Endgame (2019), and Spider-Man: Far From Home (2019). The first three Phases are collectively known as "The
Infinity Saga". The Spider-Man films are owned, financed, and distributed by Sony Pictures and co-produced by Sony's Columbia Pictures and Pascal Pictures.Phase Four's group of films began with Black Widow (2021), and was followed by Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings (2021), Eternals (2021), Spider-Man: No Way Home (2021), Doctor
Strange in the Multiverse of Madness (2022), Thor: Love and Thunder (2022), and Black Panther: Wakanda Forever (2022). The Phase featured these films, as well as eight television series and two specials for the streaming service Disney+.Phase Five began with Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantumania (2023), followed by Guardians of the Galaxy Vol.
3 (2023), The Marvels (2023), Deadpool & Wolverine (2024), Captain America: Brave New World (2025), and Thunderbolts* (2025). This Phase also includes a total of nine seasons of television series for Disney+. Phase Six began with The Fantastic Four: First Steps (2025) and will include Spider-Man: Brand New Day (2026), Avengers: Doomsday
(2026), and Avengers: Secret Wars (2027). The fourth, fifth, and sixth Phases are collectively known as "The Multiverse Saga". Deadpool & Wolverine was co-produced by Reynolds's and Levy's respective companies Maximum Effort and 21 Laps Entertainment, while the Russo brothers's company AGBO co-produces Avengers: Doomsday and Secret
Wars.By 2005, Marvel Entertainment had begun planning to produce its own films independently and distribute them through Paramount Pictures.[1] In June 2007, Marvel Studios secured funding from a $525million revolving credit facility with Merrill Lynch.[2] Marvel planned to release individual films for their main characters and then merge
them in a crossover film.[3]Marvel Studios president Kevin Feige helped conceive a shared media universe of Marvel properties.[4]Marvel Studios president Kevin Feige said in November 2013 that releases each year would ideally include one film based on an existing character and one featuring a new character, feeling that would be "a nice
rhythm", although, this was not always the case as shown by the sequels Iron Man 3 and Thor: The Dark World being released in 2013.[5] Feige elaborated in July 2014 that this model was being followed for 2014 and 2015, and he felt it would be fun to continue.[6] After the reveal that month of multiple release dates for films through 2019,[7] in
which some years had three films scheduled, Feige said there was no "number cruncher" telling the studio to increase their film output and the change was based on them "managing [existing] franchises, film to film, and when we have a team ready to go, why tell them to go away for four years just because we don't have a slot? We'd rather find a
way to keep that going."[8] After the titles for these films were revealed in October 2014,[9] Feige said the studio was "firing on all cylinders right now" and this made them comfortable with increasing to three films a year in 2017 and 2018 without changing their production approach.[10] On the potential for so-called "superhero fatigue", Feige
stated that, although each film is based on Marvel Comics and feature the "Marvel Studios" logo, he believed each film had unique qualities that differentiated them from the others and from non-Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) superhero films. For example, he noted how the studio's 2016 releases, Captain America: Civil War and Doctor Strange,
were "completely different movies". The studio hoped to continue to surprise audiences and "not [fall] into things becoming too similar".[11]In February 2014, Feige said Marvel Studios wanted to mimic the "rhythm" of comic book releases by having characters appear in their own films and then come together for crossover events,[12] with Avengers
films acting as "big, giant linchpins" within the shared universe.[13] On expanding the number of characters in the universe and letting individual films breathe and work on their own, as opposed to having Avenger team-ups outside of Avengers films, Feige said they planned to teach general audiences "about the notion of the characters existing
separately, coming together for specific events and going away and existing separately in their own worlds again. Just like comic readers have been doing for decades... people sort of are accepting that there's just a time when they should be together and there's a time when they're not."[14] Discussing how much story is developed for future MCU
films, Feige said in September 2015 that "broad strokes" and occasionally "super-specific things" are determined far in advance. He said there was enough leeway to "have room to sway and to move and to go and to surprise ourselves in places that we end up" and that each film would feel satisfying on its own, but still interconnected to the larger
universe and as if it had been planned years ahead of time. The studio has contingency plans for times when they are unable to secure a certain actor to reprise a role, and are able to respond to surprises such as the film rights to use Spider-Man becoming available in February 2015.[15]Feige discussed moving the MCU to Phase Four in April 2016,
reflecting on the first three phases of films and saying, "I think there will be a finality to moments of Phase Three, as well as new beginnings that will mark a different, a very different, a distinctively different chapter in what will someday be a complete first saga made up of three Phases." Frequent MCU director Joe Russo added that Phase Three was
the "deconstruction Phase" of the MCU, beginning with Civil War and leading into "the culmination films" of Avengers: Infinity War (2018) and Avengers: Endgame (2019).[16] A year later, Feige felt after the conclusion of Phase Three, Marvel might abandon grouping the films by Phases, saying, "it might be a new thing".[17] Feige mentioned that
Avengers: Endgame would provide "a definitive end" to the films and storylines preceding it, with the franchise having "two distinct periods. Everything before [Endgame] and everything after". Many of the films that were planned to follow Endgame were intentionally different from the films in "The Infinity Saga", which includes Phase One, Phase
Two, and Phase Three.[18]In July 2019, Feige announced the Phase Four slate at San Diego Comic-Con, consisting of films and television event series for the streaming service Disney+.[19] In December 2020, at Disney's Investor Day, Marvel provided updates to previously announced films for the Phase.[20][21] In late June 2022, Feige said
audiences would begin to see where the next saga of the MCU would be heading as Phase Four neared its conclusion, adding that there had been many clues throughout the Phase to what that would be. He said Marvel Studios would be a "little more direct" on their future plans in the following months to provide audiences with "the bigger picture".
[22] In July 2022, Feige unveiled the Phase Five and Six slates at San Diego Comic-Con, similarly consisting of films and Disney+ series, and revealed that these three Phases would make up "The Multiverse Saga".[23]In May 2024, Disney CEO Bob Iger said the company planned to release two, or at most three, Marvel films a year moving forward,
down from four films being released in some recent years, as part of Disney's larger strategy to reduce its content output and focus on quality. At that time, four films were still expected to be released in both 2025 and 2026. Iger said Marvel content would continue to balance sequels with new franchises.[24] Later in 2024, Disney removed the long-
in-development film Blade from its 2025 release date and also removed an unspecified Marvel film that was scheduled for July 2026,[25][26] which was replaced by Sony Pictures's Spider-Man: Brand New Day.[27][28] Feige said the three films that were still scheduled for 2025 had been in development for a long time and were ready for release. He
expected Marvel Studios to start releasing two films a year from 2026,[29] but said there was potential for anywhere between one and three films in some years.[30] In May 2025, Iger called Thunderbolts* the "first and best example" of Marvel Studios' refocusing efforts.[31]Further changes to Marvel Studios' release slate resulted in over a year gap
between The Fantastic Four: First Steps (2025) and Brand New Day; this would be the longest gap between MCU film releases since the gap between Spider-Man: Far From Home (2019) and Black Widow (2021), which was impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.[32] In July 2025, Feige said the studio was working to reduce its film budgets, which had
increased since Endgame in part due to the pandemic. He said the budgets for their 2024 and 2025 films were a third lower than those for 2022 and 2023. Marvel Studios executives met with the creative team behind the film The Creator (2023) to understand how that film was made with a relatively low $80 million budget. Additionally, Feige stated
that Marvel Studios had made a deal to film many of their then-upcoming films at Pinewood Studios in the United Kingdom, where several of their other films had previously been shot. He said Marvel Studios anticipated utilizing studio space in Georgia and New York as well, rather than California, because of those states' production tax credits.[33]
However, The Wall Street Journal reported that Marvel would largely forego shooting in Georgia because of its rising costs, instead choosing to shoot in the United Kingdom because it had become cheaper to do so.[34] Marvel Studios releases its films in groups called "Phases".[35][36]The films from Phase One, Phase Two, and Phase Three are
collectively known as "The Infinity Saga".[37][38]Main article: Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase OneFilms of Phase OneFilm[36]U.S. release dateDirectorScreenwriter(s)Producer(s)lron ManMay2,2008(2008-05-02)Jon Favreau[39]Mark Fergus & Hawk Ostby and Art Marcum & Matt Holloway[39][40]Avi Arad and Kevin FeigeThe Incredible
HulkJune13,2008(2008-06-13)Louis Leterrier[41]Zak Penn[42]Avi Arad, Gale Anne Hurd, and Kevin Feigelron Man 2May7,2010(2010-05-07)Jon Favreau[43]Justin Theroux[44]Kevin FeigeThorMay6,2011(2011-05-06)Kenneth Branagh[45]Ashley Edward Miller & Zack Stentz and Don Payne[46]Captain America: The First AvengerJuly22,2011(2011-07-
22)Joe Johnston[47]Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[48]The AvengersMay4,2012(2012-05-04)Joss Whedon[49]Main article: Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase TwoFilms of Phase TwoFilm[36]U.S. release dateDirector(s)Screenwriter(s)Producerlron Man 3May3,2013(2013-05-03)Shane Black[50]Drew Pearce & Shane Black[50][51]Kevin
FeigeThor: The Dark WorldNovember8,2013(2013-11-08)Alan Taylor[52]Christopher L. Yost and Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[53]Captain America: The Winter SoldierApril4,2014(2014-04-04)Anthony and Joe Russo[54]Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[55]Guardians of the GalaxyAugust1,2014(2014-08-01)James Gunn[56]James
Gunn and Nicole Perlman[57]Avengers: Age of UltronMay1,2015(2015-05-01)Joss Whedon[58]Ant-Man]July17,2015(2015-07-17)Peyton Reed[59]Edgar Wright & Joe Cornish and Adam McKay & Paul Rudd[60]Main article: Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase ThreeFilms of Phase ThreeFilm[36]U.S. release
dateDirector(s)Screenwriter(s)Producer(s)Captain America: Civil WarMay6,2016(2016-05-06)Anthony and Joe Russo[61]Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[61]Kevin FeigeDoctor StrangeNovember4,2016(2016-11-04)Scott Derrickson[62]Jon Spaihts and Scott Derrickson & C. Robert Cargill[63]Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2May5,2017(2017-05-
05)James Gunn[57]Spider-Man: HomecomingJuly7,2017(2017-07-07)Jon Watts[64]Jonathan Goldstein & John Francis Daley and Jon Watts & Christopher Ford and Chris McKenna & Erik Sommers[65]Kevin Feige and Amy PascalThor: RagnarokNovember3,2017(2017-11-03)Taika Waititi[66]Eric Pearson and Craig Kyle & Christopher L. Yost[67]
[68]Kevin FeigeBlack PantherFebruary16,2018(2018-02-16)Ryan Coogler[69]Ryan Coogler & Joe Robert Cole[70][71]Avengers: Infinity WarApril27,2018(2018-04-27)Anthony and Joe Russo[72]Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[73]Ant-Man and the WaspJuly6,2018(2018-07-06)Peyton Reed[74]Chris McKenna & Erik Sommers and Paul Rudd &
Andrew Barrer & Gabriel Ferrari[75]Kevin Feige and Stephen BroussardCaptain MarvelMarch8,2019(2019-03-08)Anna Boden & Ryan Fleck[76]Anna Boden & Ryan Fleck & Geneva Robertson-Dworet[77]Kevin FeigeAvengers: EndgameApril26,2019(2019-04-26)Anthony and Joe Russo[72]Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[73]Spider-Man: Far
From Home]July2,2019(2019-07-02)Jon Watts[78]Chris McKenna & Erik Sommers[79]Kevin Feige and Amy PascalThe films from Phase Four, Phase Five, and Phase Six are collectively known as "The Multiverse Saga".[23] The Phases also include multiple television series and some television specials streaming on Disney+.[36]Main article: Marvel
Cinematic Universe: Phase Four FilmsFilms of Phase FourFilm[36]U.S. release dateDirectorScreenwriter(s)Producer(s)Black Widow]July9,2021(2021-07-09)[b]Cate Shortland[81]Eric Pearson[82]Kevin FeigeShang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten RingsSeptember3,2021(2021-09-03)Destin Daniel Cretton[83]Dave Callaham & Destin Daniel Cretton &
Andrew Lanham[84]Kevin Feige and Jonathan SchwartzEternalsNovember5,2021(2021-11-05)Chlo Zhao[85]Chlo Zhao and Chlo Zhao & Patrick Burleigh and Ryan Firpo & Kaz Firpo[86][87][c]Kevin Feige and Nate MooreSpider-Man: No Way HomeDecember17,2021(2021-12-17)Jon Watts[88]Chris McKenna & Erik Sommers[89]Kevin Feige and Amy
PascalDoctor Strange in the Multiverse of MadnessMay6,2022(2022-05-06)Sam Raimi[90]Michael Waldron[91]Kevin FeigeThor: Love and ThunderJuly8,2022(2022-07-08)Taika Waititi[92]Taika Waititi & Jennifer Kaytin Robinson[93]Kevin Feige and Brad WinderbaumBlack Panther: Wakanda ForeverNovember11,2022(2022-11-11)Ryan
Coogler[94]Ryan Coogler & Joe Robert Cole[94][95]Kevin Feige and Nate MooreMain article: Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase Five FilmsFilms of Phase FiveFilm[36][96]U.S. release dateDirectorScreenwriter(s)Producer(s)Ant-Man and the Wasp: QuantumaniaFebruary17,2023(2023-02-17)Peyton Reed[97]Jeff Loveness[98]Kevin Feige and Stephen
BroussardGuardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3May5,2023(2023-05-05)James Gunn[99]Kevin FeigeThe MarvelsNovember10,2023(2023-11-10)Nia DaCosta[100]Nia DaCosta and Megan McDonnell and Elissa Karasik[101]Deadpool & WolverineJuly26,2024(2024-07-26)Shawn Levy[102]Ryan Reynolds & Rhett Reese & Paul Wernick & Zeb Wells & Shawn
Levy[103]Kevin Feige, Lauren Shuler Donner, Ryan Reynolds, and Shawn LevyCaptain America: Brave New WorldFebruary14,2025(2025-02-14)Julius Onah[104]Rob Edwards and Malcolm Spellman & Dalan Musson and Julius Onah & Peter Glanz[105]Kevin Feige and Nate MooreThunderbolts*[d]May2,2025(2025-05-02)Jake Schreier[104]Eric
Pearson and Joanna Calo[108]Kevin FeigeMain article: Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase Six FilmsFilms of Phase SixFilm[36]U.S. release dateDirector(s)Screenwriter(s)Producer(s)StatusThe Fantastic Four: First StepsJuly25,2025(2025-07-25)Matt Shakman[109]Josh Friedman and Eric Pearson and Jeff Kaplan & Ian Springer[110][111]Kevin
FeigeReleasedSpider-Man: Brand New DayJuly31,2026(2026-07-31)[28]Destin Daniel Cretton[112]Chris McKenna & Erik Sommers[113]Kevin Feige and Amy PascalFilmingAvengers: DoomsdayDecember18,2026(2026-12-18)[114]Anthony and Joe Russo[115]Michael Waldron and Stephen McFeely[115][116]Kevin Feige, Anthony Russo, and Joe
RussoPost-productionAvengers: Secret WarsDecember17,2027(2027-12-17)[114]In developmentFuture films of the Marvel Cinematic UniverseFilmU.S. release dateDirectorScreenwriterProducer(s)StatusArmor WarsTBATBAYassir Lester[117]Kevin Feigeln developmentBlack Panther 3TBARyan Coogler[118][119]Kevin Feige and Nate
MooreBladeTBATBAETric Pearson[120]Kevin FeigeUntitled Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings sequelTBADestin Daniel Cretton[121]Kevin Feige and Jonathan SchwartzUntitled X-Men filmTBAJake Schreier[122]Michael Lesslie[123]Kevin FeigeAt any given time, Marvel Studios has future films planned around five to six years out from what
they have announced.[124] In July 2025, Feige said they had a seven-year plan through 2032 with potential films on magnets that could be moved around. Marvel Studios was looking to release one to three films a year at that point.[30] After the Multiverse Saga, the next MCU saga is expected to center on characters that Marvel Studios inherited
during the acquisition of 21st Century Fox by Disney, including the X-Men.[125] Feige reportedly had a 10-year plan for the X-Men in the MCU by then.[126]Disney has scheduled release dates for potential Marvel Studios films on February 18, May 5, November 10, and December 15, 2028.[32][125] In February 2025, producer Nate Moore said work
on some projects, such as Armor Wars, had slowed down since the studio began reducing content output and focusing on quality.[127] By that May, Marvel Studios was set to gauge the interest of frequent writer Eric Pearson in projects that were planned for after Avengers: Secret Wars.[128] In July 2025, Feige said the studio had dates held for
future films past Secret Wars in December 2027 in "many" years.[129]]James Rhodes must confront one of Tony Stark's greatest fears when Stark's tech falls into the wrong hands.[130]In December 2020, Marvel Studios announced Armor Wars as a Disney+ series based on the comic book storyline of the same name, with Don Cheadle reprising his
role as James Rhodes / War Machine.[130] In August 2021, Yassir Lester was hired as the series' head writer.[131] In September 2022, Marvel Studios decided to rework the series into a feature film, with Cheadle and Lester remaining with the project.[117] Development had slowed down by February 2025.[127]Armor Wars is set after the events of
Secret Invasion (2023).[132] Walton Goggins is set to reprise his role as Sonny Burch from Ant-Man and the Wasp (2018).[133]See also: Black Panther: Wakanda Forever SequelBy November 2022, Ryan Coogler and Kevin Feige had discussed a potential third Black Panther film.[134] Two years later, Coogler had had discussions with Denzel
Washington about casting him for a role in a third film.[119] Nate Moore, who left Marvel Studios in March 2025, will return to produce the film.[135] In February 2025, Moore confirmed that Coogler would direct the film and said active work would begin later that year, once Coogler completed work on his film Sinners (2025).[118] Coogler
confirmed Washington's casting that June.[136] Development work had begun by mid-November 2025.[137]Further information: Development of Blade (upcoming film)Mahershala Ali has been attached to star in Blade since it was announced in July 2019Following New Line Cinema's Blade film trilogy (19982004), Marvel Studios regained the film
rights to the character Blade by July 2011 and was developing a new version by May 2013.[138][139] Mahershala Ali, who played Cornell "Cottonmouth" Stokes in Marvel Television's Luke Cage (201618), approached Marvel Studios in February 2019 about starring in a new Blade film, which Feige announced at San Diego Comic-Con (SDCC) that July
with Ali as Blade;[140] he first had an uncredited voice cameo in Eternals (2021).[141] Multiple filmmakers were attached in the following years, including directors Bassam Tariq and Yann Demange, while the production experienced several delays.[142][143] Eric Pearson was rewriting the script by June 2024, when Marvel was searching for a new
director,[120] and Blade was removed from the release schedule in October 2024,[26] but the film remained in development with Ali attached.[144][145]See also: Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings Sequelln December 2021, a sequel to Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings (2021) was announced to be in development, with Destin
Daniel Cretton returning to write and direct.[121] Simu Liu was expected to return as Shang-Chi by the following month.[146] In September 2024, Cretton was chosen to direct Spider-Man: Brand New Day (2026), which was a higher priority for Marvel Studios than the Shang-Chi sequel.[147]See also: Mutant (Marvel Comics) Marvel Cinematic
UniverseAt SDCC in July 2019, Kevin Feige stated that mutants would eventually be introduced to the MCU, which include the X-Men,[19][148] and said those terms are interchangeable and that the MCU depiction would differ from 20th Century Fox's X-Men film series.[149] By September 2023, Marvel Studios was preparing to meet with writers for
an X-Men film later that year,[150] and Michael Lesslie entered negotiations to write the film in May 2024;[151] he was confirmed to be writing the film a year later.[123] Shortly after, Jake Schreier was announced to direct following positive responses to Thunderbolts* (2025).[152][122] After bringing back actors from Fox's X-Men films for the
Multiverse Saga, Feige said this film would feature a recast X-Men team following the "reset" of the MCU in Secret Wars. He said it would be "a very youth-oriented, focused and cast movie".[153][154]Marvel Studios is working on an unknown project with Scarlett Johansson, who will serve as a producer.[155] The project was still being developed by
mid-June 2023, when work was paused due to the 2023 Writers Guild of America strike.[156] By May 2025, Ryan Reynolds had begun working on various script treatments for an ensemble film centered on "three or four" X-Men characters alongside Deadpool. The Hollywood Reporter reported that using Deadpool in a supporting role would allow the
X-Men characters "to be used in unexpected ways" and that Reynolds was working independently of Marvel Studios for the time being to figure out the film's concept.[123] In June, a sequel to The Fantastic Four: First Steps (2025) was reported to be in development.[125]Main articles: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe film actors and List of Marvel
Cinematic Universe film actors (The Infinity Saga)See also: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe television series actors (Marvel Studios)List indicatorsThis section includes characters who will appear or have appeared in films in multiple Phases within the Marvel Cinematic Universe, and received main billing credit for at least three films (see FAQ).A
dark grey cell indicates the characterwas not in the film, or that the character's presence has not yet been confirmed.AC indicates an uncredited cameo role.AP indicates an appearance in onscreen photographs.AV indicates a voice-only role.Recurring cast and characters of Marvel Cinematic Universe filmsCharacterPhase OnePhase TwoPhase
ThreePhase FourPhase FivePhase SixBruce BannerHulkEdward Norton[157]Lou FerrignoV[157]Mark Ruffalo[158]Mark Ruffalo[158]Mark RuffaloC[158]Mark Ruffalo[159]James "Bucky" BarnesWinter Soldier / White WolfSebastian Stan[160]Sebastian Stan[160][161]Clint BartonHawkeyeJeremy Renner[162]Jeremy RennerC P V[162]Yelena
BelovaFlorence Pugh[161]Peggy CarterHayley Atwell[163]Carol DanversCaptain MarvelBrie Larson[164]Brie LarsonC[164]Brie Larson[164]Drax the DestroyerDave Bautista[165]Jane FosterMighty ThorNatalie Portman[166]Nick FurySamuel L. Jackson[167]Samuel L. Jackson[168]GamoraZoe Saldaa[169]Zoe Saldaa[169]GrootVin
DieselV[170]Heimdallldris Elba[171]Maria HillCobie Smulders[172]Happy HoganJon Favreau[173][174]Michelle "MJ" Jones-WatsonZendaya[175]Zendayal[176]Scott LangAnt-ManPaul Rudd[177]Paul Rudd[177][161]Ned LeedsJacob Batalon[178]Jacob Batalon[176]LokiTom Hiddleston[179]Tom HiddlestonC[180]Tom Hiddleston[161]MantisPom
Klementieff[181]Wanda MaximoffScarlet WitchElizabeth Olsen[182]M'BakuWinston Duke[183]Winston Duke[161]NebulaKaren Gillan[184]0OdinAnthony Hopkins[185]OkoyeDanai Gurira[186]May ParkerMarisa Tomei[187]Peter ParkerSpider-ManTom Holland[188]Tom Holland[189]Pepper PottsGwyneth Paltrow[190]Hank PymMichael
Douglas[191]Michael Douglas[191]Peter QuillStar-LordChris Pratt[192]James "Rhodey" RhodesWar Machine / Iron PatriotTerrence Howard[193]Don Cheadle[193]Don Cheadle[193]RocketBradley CooperV[194]Steve RogersCaptain AmericaChris Evans[195]Natasha RomanoffBlack WidowScarlett Johansson[196]Everett K. RossMartin
Freeman[197]Thaddeus RossRed HulkWilliam Hurt[198]William Hurt[198]Harrison Ford[198]Erik SelvigStellan Skarsgrd[199]Stellan Skarsgrd[199]Alexei ShostakovRed GuardianDavid Harbour{161]ShuriBlack PantherLetitia Wright[200]Letitia Wright[161]SifJaimie Alexander[201]Jaimie Alexander[201]Tony Starkiron ManRobert Downey ]Jr.
[195]Ava StarrGhostHannah John-Kamen[202]Hannah John-Kamen[161]Stephen StrangeBenedict Cumberbatch[203]ThorChris Hemsworth[204]Chris Hemsworth[161]ValkyrieTessa Thompson[205][206]Hope van DyneWaspEvangeline Lilly[207]Evangeline Lilly[207]VisionPaul Bettany[208]Sam WilsonFalcon / Captain AmericaAnthony
Mackie[209]Anthony Mackie[209][161]WongBenedict Wong[210]Over time, the distribution rights to Marvel Studios' films have changed hands on multiple occasions. In November 2006, Universal Pictures announced that it would distribute The Incredible Hulk (2008),[211] in an arrangement separate from Marvel's 2005 deal with Paramount, which
was distributing Marvel's other films.[1] In September 2008, after the international success of Iron Man (2008), Paramount signed a deal to have worldwide distribution rights for Iron Man 2 (2010), Iron Man 3 (2013), Thor (2011), Captain America: The First Avenger (2011), and The Avengers (2012).[212]In late December 2009, the Walt Disney
Company purchased Marvel Entertainment for $4billion. Additionally, in October 2010, Walt Disney Studios bought the distribution rights for The Avengers and Iron Man 3 from Paramount Pictures,[213] with Paramount's logo remaining on the films, as well as for promotional material and merchandise,[214][215] although Walt Disney Studios Motion
Pictures is the only studio credited at the end of these films.[216] Disney has distributed all subsequent Marvel Studios films.[217] In July 2013, Disney purchased the distribution rights to Iron Man, Iron Man 2, Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger from Paramount.[218] The Incredible Hulk was not part of the deal at the time, due to an
agreement between Marvel and Universal, where Marvel owns the film rights and Universal owns the distribution rights, for this film as well as the right of first refusal to distribute future Hulk films.[219] According to The Hollywood Reporter, a potential reason why Marvel has not bought the film distribution rights to the Hulk as they did with
Paramount for the Iron Man, Thor, and Captain America films is that Universal holds the theme park rights to several Marvel characters that Disney wants for its own theme parks.[220] In June 2023, the distribution rights to The Incredible Hulk reverted from Universal back to Marvel Studios and Disney.[221][222]In February 2015, Sony Pictures
Entertainment and Marvel Studios announced a licensing deal that would allow Spider-Man to appear in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, with the character first appearing in Captain America: Civil War.[223][224] Spider-Man films produced by Marvel Studios would continue to be financed, distributed, and controlled by Sony Pictures.[223] In June
2015, Feige clarified that the initial Sony deal does not apply to the MCU television series, as it was "very specific ... with a certain amount of back and forth allowed".[225] Both studios have the ability to terminate the agreement at any point, and no money was exchanged with the deal. However, a small adjustment was made to a 2011 deal formed
between the two studios (where Marvel gained full control of Spider-Man's merchandising rights, in exchange for making a one-time payment of $175million to Sony and paying up to $35million for each future Spider-Man film, and forgoing receiving their previous 5% of any Spider-Man film's revenue), with Marvel getting to reduce their $35million
payment to Sony if Spider-Man: Homecoming grossed more than $750million.[226] Marvel Studios still received 5% of first dollar gross for the film.[227] Sony also paid Marvel Studios an undisclosed producer fee for Homecoming.[228]In August 2019, it was reported that Disney and Sony could not reach a new agreement regarding Spider-Man
films, with Marvel Studios and Feige said to no longer have any involvement in future films. Deadline Hollywood noted that Disney had hoped future films would be a "50/50 co-financing arrangement between the studios", with the possibility to extend the deal to other Spider-Man-related films, an offer Sony rejected and did not counter. Instead, Sony
hoped to keep the terms of the previous agreement (Marvel receiving 5% of the film's first dollar gross), with Disney refusing.[227] The Hollywood Reporter added that the lack of a new agreement would see the end of Holland's Spider-Man in the MCU.[229] Variety cited unnamed sources claiming negotiations had "hit an impasse" and that a new
deal could still be reached.[230] In September 2019, it was announced that Disney and Sony had reached a new agreement allowing for Spider-Man to appear in Spider-Man: No Way Home (2021) as the third film co-produced by Marvel Studios and Sony Pictures and a future Marvel Studios film.[231] Disney was reported to be co-financing 25% of
the film in exchange for 25% of the film's profits in the new agreement, while retaining the merchandising rights to the character.[231][232]In November 2021, producer Amy Pascal revealed that Sony and Marvel Studios were planning to make at least three more Spider-Man films starring Holland, with work on the first of those films getting ready
to begin.[233] However, The Hollywood Reporter noted that there were no official plans for a new trilogy, despite the strong working relationship between the studios.[234] The following month, Feige said that he, Pascal, Disney, and Sony were "actively beginning to develop" the next Spider-Man story, assuring that there would not be any
"separation trauma" that occurred between Far From Home and No Way Home.[235] Sony's agreement specifies that production has to start on a film within three years and nine months of the previous one, and release within five years and nine months, otherwise the rights revert to Marvel.[236]:295Marvel Studios explored opportunities to
integrate other characters of the Marvel Cinematic Universe into their Spider-Man films,[223] with Robert Downey Jr. reprising his role as Tony Stark / Iron Man in Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017), Samuel L. Jackson reprising his role as Nick Fury in Spider-Man: Far From Home (2019), and Benedict Cumberbatch as Dr. Stephen Strange in No Way
Home. Jon Bernthal and Mark Ruffalo are expected to appear as their respective MCU characters Frank Castle and Bruce Banner / Hulk in Spider-Man: Brand New Day (2026). Aaron Couch and Borys Kit of The Hollywood Reporter compared this to the Marvel Team-Up comic books that feature Spider-Man teaming up with different heroes.[159]In
June 2012, Marvel announced a 10-disc box set titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase One Avengers Assembled", for release on September 25, 2012. The box set includes all six of the Phase One filmsIron Man, The Incredible Hulk, Iron Man 2, Thor, Captain America: The First Avenger, and The Avengerson Blu-ray and Blu-ray 3D, in a replica of
Nick Fury's briefcase from The Avengers.[237] In August 2012, luggage company Rimowa GmbH, who developed the briefcase for The Avengers, filed suit against Marvel Studios and Buena Vista Home Entertainment in U.S. federal court, complaining that "Marvel did not obtain any license or authorization from Rimowa to make replica copies of the
cases for any purpose."[238] The set was delayed to early 2013 for the packaging to be redesigned.[239] The box set, with a redesigned case, was released on April 2, 2013. In addition, the box set included a featurette on the then-upcoming Phase Two films, showing footage and concept art, as well as previously unreleased deleted scenes from all of
the Phase One films.[240]In July 2015, Marvel announced a 13-disc box set titled "Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase Two Collection", for release on December 8, 2015, exclusive to Amazon.com. The box set includes all six of the Phase Two filmsIron Man 3, Thor: The Dark World, Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Guardians of the Galaxy,
Avengers: Age of Ultron, and Ant-Manon Blu-ray, Blu-ray 3D and a digital copy, in a replica of the Orb from Guardians of the Galaxy, plus a bonus disc and exclusive memorabilia. Material on the bonus disc includes all of the Marvel One-Shots with commentary, deleted scenes and pre-production creative features for each of the films, featurettes on
the making of the post-credit scenes for the films, and first looks at Captain America: Civil War, Doctor Strange, and Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2.[241][242]In September 2019, Feige indicated a box set with all 23 films of "The Infinity Saga" would be released, with the set including previously unreleased deleted scenes and other footage, such as an
alternate take of the Nick Fury post-credits scene from Iron Man which references Spider-Man, the Hulk, and the X-Men.[243] The box set, featuring all 23 films on Ultra HD Blu-ray and Blu-ray, a bonus disc, a letter from Feige, and a lithograph art piece by Matt Ferguson, was released on November 15, 2019, exclusively at Best Buy.[244]In March
2008, Marvel Studios presold the US cable broadcast rights to FX for five of their films, including Iron Man and The Incredible Hulk, for four years.[245] FX also acquired the rights to Iron Man 3 in May 2013.[246] In September 2014, TNT acquired the US cable broadcast rights to five Marvel Studios films, beginning with Avengers: Age of Ultron, for
broadcast two years after their theatrical release.[247]Every Marvel Studios release from January 2016 to December 2018 was available on Netflix.[248] Captain Marvel was the first Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures-distributed film not to stream on Netflix, after Disney let their licensing deal with them expire. It became the first theatrical Disney
release to stream exclusively on Disney+, which launched on November 12, 2019.[249][250] Bloomberg News reported that the films part of Disney's agreement with Netflix would return to Netflix starting in 2026, while being removed from Disney+.[248]In April 2021, Sony signed a deal with Disney for its theatrical releases from 2022 to 2026 to
stream on Disney+ and Hulu and appear on Disney's linear television networks for their "pay 2 window". As well, Sony's legacy content, including past Spider-Man films and Marvel content in Sony's Spider-Man Universe (SSU), would be able to be streamed on Disney+ and Hulu. Disney's access to Sony's titles would come following their availability
on Netflix for their "pay 1 window". Homecoming and Spider-Man: Far From Home (2019) had previously been available on Starz and FX.[251][252] Homecoming became available on Disney+ in the United States on May 12, 2023,[253] while Far From Home became available on November 3, 2023.[254] The Incredible Hulk became available on
Disney+ in the United States on June 16, 2023, following the film's distribution rights reverting to Marvel Studios.[221][222]From August 30 to September 6, 2018, in conjunction with Marvel Studios' 10-year anniversary celebrations, all 20 films released at the time (Iron Man through Ant-Man and the Wasp) were screened in IMAX. The films were
shown in release order, with four films per day. The final days of the festival were theme-related, with one showing "origin" films (Iron Man, Spider-Man: Homecoming, Black Panther, and Doctor Strange), one showing "team-ups" (Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2, Captain America: Civil War, The Avengers, and Avengers: Infinity War),[255][256] and
the final day showing Iron Man and The Avengers as chosen by the fans via a Twitter poll.[257] The festival also saw Iron Man, The Incredible Hulk, and Captain America: The First Avenger released in IMAX for the first time.[255][256]The Marvel Cinematic Universe is the highest-grossing film franchise of all time worldwide, both unadjusted and
adjusted-for-inflation, having grossed over $32.4billion at the global box office. Several of its sub-series such as the Avengers, Iron Man, Captain America, Thor, and Spider-Man film series are among the most successful film series of all time.[258] From July 2019 to March 2021,[259] Avengers: Endgame was the highest-grossing film of all time.[260]
With the release of Deadpool & Wolverine (2024), the MCU became the first film franchise to cross $30billion.[261]Each film is linked to the "Box office" section of its article.Box office performance of Marvel Cinematic Universe filmsFilmU.S. release dateBox office grossAll-time rankingBudgetRef.U.S. and CanadaOther territoriesWorldwideU.S. and
CanadaWorldwidePhase Onelron ManMay 2, 2008$319,034,126$266,762,121$585,796,24789190$140million[262]The Incredible HulkJune 13, 2008$134,806,913$129,964,083$264,770,996494625$137.5150million[263][264]Iron Man 2May 7, 2010$312,433,331$311,500,000$623,933,33195172$170200million[265][266]ThorMay 6,
2011$181,030,624$268,295,994$449,326,618280290$150million[267]Captain America: The First AvengerJuly 22, 2011$176,654,505$193,915,269$370,569,774298394$140million[268]The AvengersMay 4, 2012$623,357,910$897,180,626$1,520,538,5361210$220million[269][270]Phase Twolron Man 3May 3,
2013$409,013,994$806,563,211$1,215,577,2053925$200million[271][272]Thor: The Dark WorldNovember 8, 2013$206,362,140$438,421,000$644,783,140222164$150170million[273][272][274]Captain America: The Winter SoldierApril 4, 2014$259,766,572$454,654,931$714,421,503134134$170177million[275]Guardians of the GalaxyAugust 1,
2014$333,718,600$439,631,547$773,350,14779114$170million[276][277]Avengers: Age of UltronMay 1, 2015$459,005,868$946,012,180$1,405,018,0482515$250444million[278][279]Ant-Man]July 17, 2015$180,202,163$339,109,802$519,311,965283233$130million[280][281]Phase ThreeCaptain America: Civil WarMay 6,
2016$408,084,349$746,962,067$1,155,046,4164229$250million[282]Doctor StrangeNovember 4, 2016$232,641,920$445,154,156$677,796,076174155$165million[283][284]Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2May 5, 2017$389,813,101$473,942,950$863,756,0515088$200million[285]Spider-Man: HomecomingJuly 7,
2017$334,201,140$545,965,784$880,166,9248078%175million[286]Thor: RagnarokNovember 3, 2017$315,058,289$540,243,517$855,301,8069792$180million[287]Black PantherFebruary 16, 2018$700,426,566$674,533,163$1,374,959,729617$200million[288][289]Avengers: Infinity WarApril 27,
2018$678,815,482$1,373,599,557$2,052,415,03986$325400million[290][291][292]Ant-Man and the WaspJuly 6, 2018$216,648,740$406,025,399$622,674,139204179$162million[293][294]Captain MarvelMarch 8, 2019$426,829,839$704,586,607$1,131,416,4463333$150175million[295][296]Avengers: EndgameApril 26,
2019$858,373,000$1,941,066,100$2,799,439,10022$356400million[297][298]Spider-Man: Far From Home]July 2, 2019$391,283,774$746,838,016$1,138,121,7904932$160million[299]Phase FourBlack WidowJuly 9, 2021$183,651,655$196,100,000$379,751,655[e]1290409$200million[303][304]Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten RingsSeptember 3,
2021$224,543,292$207,700,000$432,243,292193331$150200million[305][306][307]EternalsNovember 5, 2021$164,870,234$237,194,665$402,064,899370377$236.2million[308][309]Spider-Man: No Way HomeDecember 17, 2021$814,866,759$1,113,174,146$1,928,040,90537$200million[310][311]Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of MadnessMay
6, 2022$411,331,607$544,444,197$955,775,8044468$172200million[312][313][314]Thor: Love and Thunder]July 8, 2022$343,256,830$417,671,251$760,928,08177123$250million[315][316]Black Panther: Wakanda ForeverNovember 11, 2022$453,829,060$405,379,776$859,208,8363093$250million[317][318]Phase FiveAnt-Man and the Wasp:
QuantumaniaFebruary 17, 2023$214,504,909$261,566,271$476,071,180223286$388.4million[319][320]Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3May 5, 2023$358,995,815$486,559,962$845,555,7777099$250million[321][322]The MarvelsNovember 10, 2023$84,500,223$121,636,602$206,136,8251031922$375million[323][324]Deadpool & WolverineJuly 26,
2024$636,745,858$701,327,787$1,338,073,6451221$200million[325][326]Captain America: Brave New WorldFebruary 14, 2025$200,500,001$214,601,576$415,101,577254358$180million[327][328]Thunderbolts*May 2, 2025$190,274,328$192,162,589$382,436,917275411$180million[329][330]Phase SixThe Fantastic Four: First StepsJuly 25,
2025$274,286,610$247,572,118$521,858,728136253$200million[331]Total$13,104,471,816$19,382,596,881$32,487,068,92411$7.2397.724billion[258]Each film is linked to the "Critical response" section of its article.Critical and public response of Marvel Cinematic Universe filmsFilmCriticalPublicRotten
TomatoesMetacriticCinemaScorePostTrakPhase Onelron Man94% (282 reviews)[332]79 (38 reviews)[333]A[334]The Incredible Hulk68% (237 reviews)[335]61 (38 reviews)[336]A[337]Iron Man 272% (305 reviews)[338]57 (40 reviews)[339]A[340]Thor77% (296 reviews)[341]57 (40 reviews)[342]B+[343]Captain America: The First Avenger80% (276
reviews)[344]66 (43 reviews)[345]A[346]The Avengers91% (368 reviews)[347]69 (43 reviews)[348]A+[349]Phase Twolron Man 379% (331 reviews)[350162 (44 reviews)[351]A[352]Thor: The Dark World67% (290 reviews)[353]154 (44 reviews)[354]A[343]Captain America: The Winter Soldier90% (311 reviews)[355]70 (48 reviews)[356]A[357]Guardians
of the Galaxy92% (336 reviews)[358]76 (53 reviews)[359]A[360]90%[361]Avengers: Age of Ultron75% (372 reviews)[362]66 (49 reviews)[363]A[349]90%[349]Ant-Man83% (341 reviews)[364]64 (44 reviews)[365]A[366]Phase ThreeCaptain America: Civil War90% (431 reviews)[367]75 (53 reviews)[368]A[349]88%[349]Doctor Strange89% (389
reviews)[369]72 (49 reviews)[370]A[371]91%[371]Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 285% (425 reviews)[372]67 (48 reviews)[373]A[361]193%[361]Spider-Man: Homecoming92% (400 reviews)[374]73 (51 reviews)[375]A[376]89%[376]Thor: Ragnarok93% (439 reviews)[377]74 (51 reviews)[378]A[343]90%[343]Black Panther96% (532 reviews)[379]88 (55
reviews)[380]A+[381195%[381]Avengers: Infinity War85% (492 reviews)[382]68 (54 reviews)[383]A[384]87%[385]Ant-Man and the Wasp87% (446 reviews)[386]70 (56 reviews)[387]A[294]Captain Marvel79% (552 reviews)[388164 (56 reviews)[389]A[390]Avengers: Endgame94% (551 reviews)[391]78 (57 reviews)[392]A+[393]Spider-Man: Far From
Home91% (455 reviews)[394]69 (55 reviews)[395]A[396]Phase FourBlack Widow79% (462 reviews)[397]68 (58 reviews)[398]A[399]88%[399]Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings92% (343 reviews)[400]71 (52 reviews)[401]A[402]191%[402]Eternals47% (417 reviews)[403]52 (62 reviews)[404]B[405]78%[405]Spider-Man: No Way Home93%
(432 reviews)[406]71 (60 reviews)[407]A+[408]96%[408]Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness73% (466 reviews)[409]60 (65 reviews)[410]1B+[411]82%[411]Thor: Love and Thunder63% (449 reviews)[412]57 (64 reviews)[413]B+[414]177%[414]Black Panther: Wakanda Forever84% (450 reviews)[415]67 (62 reviews)[416]A[417]93%[417]Phase
FiveAnt-Man and the Wasp: Quantumania46% (415 reviews)[418]48 (61 reviews)[419]B[420]75%[420]Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 382% (410 reviews)[421]64 (63 reviews)[422]A[423]91%[423]The Marvels63% (377 reviews)[424]150 (57 reviews)[425]B[426]73%[426]Deadpool & Wolverine78% (419 reviews)[427]156 (58 reviews)[428]A[429]96%
[429]Captain America: Brave New World46% (365 reviews)[430]42 (56 reviews)[431]B[432]Thunderbolts*88% (376 reviews)[433168 (53 reviews)[434]A[435]Phase SixThe Fantastic Four: First Steps86% (401 reviews)[436]65 (54 reviews)[437]A[438]86%[439]Main article: List of accolades received by Marvel Cinematic Universe filmsThe films of the
Marvel Cinematic Universe have been nominated for numerous awards, including 27 Academy Awards (winning four).See also: List of unproduced film projects based on Marvel ComicsThese projects were in development as films from Marvel Studios before becoming television series under Marvel Television:Runaways: A film based on the Runaways
went through a number of iterations. Brian K. Vaughan was originally hired to write a screenplay based on the property in May 2008.[440] Feige and Marvel Studios producer Jodi Hildebrand envisioned the film as a coming-of-age story in the style of director John Hughes.[236]:169 In April 2010, Marvel hired Peter Sollett to direct the film,[441] and
Drew Pearce was hired to write a script in May.[442] The film was developed under the working title Small Faces, referencing the 1960s rock band Small Faces.[236]:171 In October 2010, development on the film was put on hold,[443] with Vaughan later noting Marvel Studios had decided to focus their efforts on a Guardians of the Galaxy film
instead.[444] Pearce revealed in September 2013 that the Runaways film had been shelved in favor of The Avengers, with the earliest it could release being Phase Three.[445] Speaking in the book MCU: The Reign of Marvel Studios (2023), producer Craig Kyle noted that the film had been shelved because the New York-based Creative Committee did
not believe the film's character make up fit their ideal demographic of what would help sell toys.[236]:266 In October 2014, after announcing all of Marvel's Phase Three films without Runaways, Feige stated the project was "still an awesome script that exists in our script vault", adding, "We'd love to do something with Runaways some day. In our
television and future film discussions, it's always one that we talk about, because we have a solid draft there. But again, we can't make them all."[10] In August 2016, Marvel Television announced Marvel's Runaways from the streaming service Hulu,[446] with the series receiving a full season order in May 2017.[447] It premiered in November 2017.
[448] Hulu announced in November 2019 that the third season of Runaways would be its last.[449]Inhumans: In April 2013, Feige mentioned the Inhumans as a property out of which he was "confident" a film would be made.[450] Inhumans as a concept would first be introduced to the MCU in 2014 through the second season of the television series
Agents of S.H.I.LE.L.D.[451] By August 2014, the studio was ready to move forward in development with the film, with a screenplay written by Joe Robert Cole.[452] In October 2014, the film was announced for Phase Three[9] and scheduled for release in July 2019.[453] By October 2015, Cole was no longer involved with the film and any potential
drafts that he may have written would not be used.[454] In April 2016, Inhumans was removed from the release schedule,[455] and would no longer be a part of Phase Three.[456] In July 2016, Feige said Inhumans would "certainly" be a part of the discussion regarding the film ideas for 2020 and 2021,[457] adding the following November that he
was still optimistic the film could be released in Phase Four.[458] In November 2016, Marvel Television announced the series Marvel's Inhumans, which premiered on ABC in September 2017, after the first two episodes were screened in IMAX.[459] The series was not intended to be a reworking of the film.[460] ABC canceled Inhumans after one
season in May 2018.[461]Further information: Spider-Man in film and Sony's Spider-Man Universe Marvel Cinematic Universe connectionsFollowing Marvel Studios and Sony Pictures' September 2019 agreement, Feige noted that as Sony continued to separately build their own shared universe, Sony's Spider-Man Universe (SSU), it was possible the
MCU version of Spider-Man could appear in that universe.[231] This interaction was said to be "a 'call and answer' between the two franchises as they acknowledge details between the two in what ... would loosely be described as a shared detailed universe".[232] In May 2021, Adam B. Vary of Variety called the connections between the two
universes perplexing, specifically because if Holland were to appear in an SSU film it would retroactively make any previous SSU films part of the MCU, and because a teaser trailer for the SSU film Morbius (2022) had featured Michael Keaton, who previously played Adrian Toomes / Vulture in Spider-Man: Homecoming. Sony Pictures Group
President Sanford Panitch acknowledged this confusion and said there was a plan to clarify the relationship between the two universes. He believed it was already "getting a little more clear for people [as to] where we're headed" at that time and added that the release of Spider-Man: No Way Home in December 2021 would reveal more of this plan.
Vary commented that the apparent introduction of multiverse elements in No Way Home could be what would allow Holland to appear in both the MCU and the SSU.[462] The following month, Feige said he would not "rule anything out completely" in terms of additional Sony-controlled characters appearing in Marvel Studios films.[95]In No Way
Home, Stephen Strange casts two spells: one that brings characters from other universes into the MCU and one that sends them back to their own universes.[463] These characters, as depicted in the film, are Tobey Maguire and Andrew Garfield returning as their versions of Spider-Man from Sam Raimi's Spider-Man trilogy and Marc Webb's The
Amazing Spider-Man films, respectively,[464] alongside Willem Dafoe as Norman Osborn / Green Goblin, Alfred Molina as Otto Octavius / Doctor Octopus, and Thomas Haden Church as Flint Marko / Sandman from the Raimi films, as well as Rhys Ifans as Curt Connors / Lizard and Jamie Foxx as Max Dillon / Electro from the Webb films.[465] The mid-
credits scene of the SSU film Venom: Let There Be Carnage (2021) shows Eddie Brock and Venom (Tom Hardy) being transported into the MCU from their universe by the first spell and the mid-credits scene of No Way Home shows them being transported back to their own universe by the second spell. A small part of the Venom symbiote is left in the
MCU.[463] Feige said there was a lot of coordination between the Let There Be Carnage and No Way Home teams to create the two scenes,[466] with No Way Home director Jon Watts directing both scenes during production of that film.[467] The mid-credits scenes of Morbius revealed that Toomes was accidentally transported from the MCU to the
SSU following Strange's second spell.[468] The events of No Way Home are referenced in the animated film Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse (2023), which refers to the MCU as "Earth-199999".[469] In July 2025, Feige said Sony had told Marvel Studios to "stay away" from Miles Morales, the main character of the animated Spider-Verse film
series, until Sony had finished making those films.[116]List of Marvel Cinematic Universe television seriesList of films based on Marvel Comics publicationsList of highest-grossing media franchises”™ Feige has produced every MCU film, with some films having additional Marvel Studios producers. See the tables in Films for more information.” Black
Widow was released concurrently on Disney+ with Premier Access.[80]” Zhao is credited both as a solo writer and as part of a writing team with Burleigh.[86]" The asterisk denotes the alternate title, The New Avengers, as revealed in the film's end credits.[106][107]" Disney announced that Black Widow also earned $67million globally from
Disney+ Premier Access in its opening weekend.[300][301][302]" a b Fritz, Ben; Harris, Dana (April 27, 2005). "Paramount pacts for Marvel pix". Variety. Archived from the original on March 8, 2014. Retrieved February 12, 2014.”~ Waxman, Sharon (June 18, 2007). "Marvel Wants to Flex Its Own Heroic Muscles as a Moviemaker". The New York
Times. p.2. Archived from the original on December 21, 2013. Retrieved February 1, 2009.” Beall, Mark (September 14, 2006). "Marvel Avengers Update". Cinematical. Moviefone. Archived from the original on September 14, 2010. Retrieved August 2, 2010.”™ Leonard, Devin (April 3, 2014). "The Pow! Bang! Bam! Plan to Save Marvel, Starring B-List
Heroes". Bloomberg Businessweek. Bloomberg L.P. Archived from the original on April 3, 2014. Retrieved April 3, 2014.” Lussier, Germain (November 13, 2013). "/Film Interview: 'Thor: The Dark World' Producer Kevin Feige". /Film. Archived from the original on February 27, 2014. Retrieved November 16, 2013.” Nicholson, Max (July 21, 2014).
"Marvel's Kevin Feige Explains Upcoming Slate Plan". IGN. Archived from the original on July 23, 2014. Retrieved July 22, 2014.”~ Strom, Marc (July 18, 2014). "The Marvel Cinematic Universe Expands Through 2019". Marvel.com. Archived from the original on July 20, 2014. Retrieved July 18, 2014.”~ Huver, Scott (July 29, 2014). "SDCC: Kevin Feige
Lays Out The Map For An Ever-Expanding Cinematic Universe". Comic Book Resources. Archived from the original on May 7, 2019. Retrieved September 30, 2023.”™ a b Siegel, Lucas (October 28, 2014). "Marvel Announces Black Panther, Captain Marvel, Inhumans, Avengers: Infinity War Films, Cap & Thor 3 Subtitles". Newsarama. Archived from
the original on October 28, 2014. Retrieved October 28, 2014.” a b Sciretta, Peter (October 28, 2014). "Watch: All Of Your Marvel Phase 3 Questions Answered By Marvel Head Kevin Feige". /Film. Archived from the original on October 29, 2014. Retrieved October 30, 2014.”~ Foutch, Haleigh (May 3, 2016). "Kevin Feige Talks 'Captain America: Civil
War', 'Spider-Man', 'Black Panther' and More". Collider. Archived from the original on May 5, 2016. Retrieved May 5, 2016.”™ Couto, Anthony (February 12, 2014). "Feige: Black Widow's Past to be Explored in Avengers 2 and Possible Solo Film". IGN. Archived from the original on February 23, 2014. Retrieved February 13, 2014.”™ Vary, Adam
(October 27, 2014). "What's at Stake For Thor, Captain America, And The 'Avengers' Franchise". BuzzFeed. Archived from the original on October 28, 2014. Retrieved October 27, 2014.”™ Goldman, Eric (March 6, 2014). "The Winter Soldier: Has America Changed Too Much for Captain America?". IGN. Archived from the original on March 11, 2014.
Retrieved March 10, 2014.” Gerding, Stephen (September 30, 2015). "Feige & Latcham Say 'Infinity War' Leads to the End of the Avengers As We Know Them". Comic Book Resources. Archived from the original on October 2, 2015. Retrieved September 30, 2015.” Breznican, Anthony (April 15, 2016). "Will the Marvel Cinematic Universe ever ...
end?". Entertainment Weekly. Archived from the original on April 20, 2016. Retrieved April 20, 2016.”~ Chitwood, Adam (April 21, 2017). "Kevin Feige Says the Post-'Avengers 4' MCU May Be a 'New Thing', Not 'Phase 4'". Collider. Archived from the original on April 23, 2017. Retrieved April 22, 2017.” Robinson, Joanna (November 27, 2017).
"Secrets of the Marvel Universe". Vanity Fair. Archived from the original on November 30, 2017. Retrieved November 30, 2017.” a b Couch, Aaron; Kit, Borys (July 20, 2019). "Marvel Unveils Post-'Endgame’' Slate with 'Eternals’, 'Shang-Chi' and Multiple Sequels". The Hollywood Reporter. Archived from the original on July 21, 2019. Retrieved July
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Marvel's raging behemoth might hope for, but it offers more than enough big green action to make up for its occasionally puny narrative. #10 Marvel's the Avengers (2012) 91% 91% Critics Consensus: Thanks to a script that emphasizes its heroes' humanity and a wealth of superpowered set pieces, The Avengers lives up to its hype and raises the bar
for Marvel at the movies. #13 Iron Man 3 (2013) 79% 78% Critics Consensus: With the help of its charismatic lead, some impressive action sequences, and even a few surprises, Iron Man 3 is a witty, entertaining adventure and a strong addition to the Marvel canon. #15 Guardians of the Galaxy (2014) 91% 92% Critics Consensus: Guardians of the
Galaxy is just as irreverent as fans of the frequently zany Marvel comic would expect -- as well as funny, thrilling, full of heart, and packed with visual splendor. #16 Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (2017) 85% 87% Critics Consensus: Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2's action-packed plot, dazzling visuals, and irreverent humor add up to a sequel that's
almost as fun -- if not quite as thrillingly fresh -- as its predecessor. #17 I Am Groot 89% 76% #20 Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015) 75% 82% Critics Consensus: Exuberant and eye-popping, Avengers: Age of Ultron serves as an overstuffed but mostly satisfying sequel, reuniting its predecessor's unwieldy cast with a few new additions and a worthy foe.
#21 Ant-Man (2015) 83% 85% Critics Consensus: Led by a charming performance from Paul Rudd, Ant-Man offers Marvel thrills on an appropriately smaller scale -- albeit not as smoothly as its most successful predecessors. #27 Black Widow (2021) 79% 91% Critics Consensus: Black Widow's deeper themes are drowned out in all the action, but it
remains a solidly entertaining standalone adventure that's rounded out by a stellar supporting cast. #28 Black Panther (2018) 96% 79% Critics Consensus: Black Panther elevates superhero cinema to thrilling new heights while telling one of the MCU's most absorbing stories -- and introducing some of its most fully realized characters. #29 Spider-
Man: Homecoming (2017) 92% 87% Critics Consensus: Spider-Man: Homecoming does whatever a second reboot can, delivering a colorful, fun adventure that fits snugly in the sprawling MCU without getting bogged down in franchise-building. #36 Thor: Ragnarok (2017) 93% 87% Critics Consensus: Exciting, funny, and above all fun, Thor:
Ragnarok is a colorful cosmic adventure that sets a new standard for its franchise -- and the rest of the Marvel Cinematic Universe. #39 Ant-Man and The Wasp (2018) 87% 79% Critics Consensus: A lighter, brighter superhero movie powered by the effortless charisma of Paul Rudd and Evangeline Lilly, Ant-Man and The Wasp offers a much-needed
MCU palate cleanser. #42 Loki: Season 1 92% 90% Critics Consensus: A delightful diversion from the MCU as we know it, Loki successfully sees star Tom Hiddleston leap from beloved villain to endearing antihero -- with a little help from Owen Wilson -- in a series that's as off-kilter, charming, and vaguely dangerous as the demigod himself. #49
Eternals (2021) 47% 77% Critics Consensus: An ambitious superhero epic that soars as often as it strains, Eternals takes the MCU in intriguing -- and occasionally confounding -- new directions. #59 The Guardians of the Galaxy Holiday Special (2022) 94% 81% Critics Consensus: More of a stocking stuffer than a fully-rounded parcel, this yuletide
excursion is a delightful showcase for Drax, Mantis, and a very game Kevin Bacon. #63 The Marvels (2023) 63% 79% Critics Consensus: Funny, refreshingly brief, and elevated by the chemistry of its three leads, The Marvels is easy to enjoy in the moment despite its cluttered story and jumbled tonal shifts. #66 Deadpool & Wolverine (2024) 78% 94%
Critics Consensus: Ryan Reynolds makes himself at home in the MCU with acerbic wit while Hugh Jackman provides an Adamantium backbone to proceedings in Deadpool & Wolverine, an irreverent romp with a surprising soft spot for a bygone era of superhero movies. #69 Captain America: Brave New World (2025) 46% 75% Critics Consensus:
Anthony Mackie capably takes up Cap's mantle and shield, but Brave New World is too routine and overstuffed with uninteresting easter eggs to feel like a worthy standalone adventure for this new Avengers leader. #71 Thunderbolts* (2025) 88% 93% Critics Consensus: Assembling a ragtag band of underdogs with Florence Pugh as their magnetic
standout, Thunderbolts* refreshingly returns to the tried-and-true blueprint of the MCU's best adventures. Source: Google As we progress through 2025, the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) continues to expand, offering fans a blend of new narratives and beloved characters. With several releases still on the horizon, this guide provides an up-to-
date look at the upcoming Marvel movies and series slated for the remainder of the year. Release Date: July 25, 2025 Overview: Marvels first family makes their MCU debut in a 1960s-inspired retro-futuristic setting. The team faces off against the cosmic threat of Galactus and his herald, the Silver Surfer. This film marks the beginning of Phase Six of
the MCU.Release Date: June 24, 2025 Platform: Disney+ Overview: Riri Williams, a genius inventor, returns to Chicago after the events of Black Panther: Wakanda Forever. She navigates the challenges of balancing technology and magic while facing off against Parker Robbins, aka The Hood.Release Date: August 6, 2025 Platform: Disney+ Overview:
This animated series follows the Hatut Zeraze, elite Wakandan warriors, as they embark on missions across history to retrieve stolen vibranium artifacts. The series delves into Wakandas rich past and its global impact.Release Date: October 3, 2025 Platform: Disney+ Overview: Set in an alternate timeline, this animated series continues the story from
the What If? episode What If Zombies?! A group of survivors battles against former heroes and villains who have turned into zombies. The series is noted for its mature content and horror elements.Release Date: December 2025 Platform: Disney+ Overview: Simon Williams, a Hollywood actor, gains superhuman abilities and becomes Wonder Man.
The series explores his dual life in the entertainment industry and as a superhero. Yahya Abdul-Mateen II stars in the titular role, with Ben Kingsley reprising his role as Trevor Slattery. What to Expect in the Remaining Months of 2025 The latter half of 2025 promises a mix of fresh faces and returning favorites in the MCU. With the introduction of the
Fantastic Four and the continuation of stories from Wakanda and beyond, fans can anticipate a diverse range of narratives that expand the Marvel universe. The blend of live-action and animated series also showcases Marvels commitment to exploring different storytelling mediums. As 2025 progresses, the Marvel Cinematic Universe continues to
evolve, introducing new characters and expanding its rich tapestry of stories. With a blend of anticipated films and innovative series, fans have much to look forward to in the coming months. Stay tuned for more updates as Marvel unveils the next chapters in its ever-expanding universe. How many Marvel movies are releasing in the second half of
2025? One major film, The Fantastic Four: First Steps, is slated for release on July 25, 2025. Are there any new Marvel series in the latter half of 2025? Yes, several series are set to premiere on Disney+, including Ironheart, Eyes of Wakanda, Marvel Zombies, and Wonder Man. Will the X-Men appear in 2025 releases? While there are hints and
speculations, no official announcements have been made regarding the X-Mens appearance in 2025. American comic book publisherFor the earlier comic book series or the predecessor to this topic, see Marvel Mystery Comics.Marvel ComicsMarvel Comics logo introduced in 2024Parent companyMagazine Management (19511973)Marvel Comics
Group (19731986)Marvel Entertainment Group (19861998)Marvel Entertainment (19982023)Disney Publishing Worldwide (2023present)StatusActiveFounded1939; 86years ago(1939)(as Timely Comics)1951; 74years ago(1951)(as Atlas Comics)1961; 64years ago(1961)(as Marvel Comics)FounderMartin GoodmanCountry of originUnited
StatesHeadquarters location135 W. 50th Street, Manhattan, New York CityDistributionPenguin Random House Publisher Services (direct market starting October 2021)[1]Diamond Comic Distributors (sub-distributor through Penguin Random House starting October 2021, direct market until October 2021)Hachette Book Group Client Services (trade
paperbacks and graphic novels)[2]Key peopleC. B. Cebulski (EIC)John Nee (Publisher)Publication typesList of publicationsFiction genresSuperheroScience fictionFantasyActionAdventureIlmprintsimprint listOfficial websitemarvel.comMarvel Comics is a New York Citybased comic book publisher, a property of the Walt Disney Company since December
31, 2009, and a subsidiary of Disney Publishing Worldwide since March 2023. Marvel was founded in 1939 by Martin Goodman as Timely Comics,[3] and by 1951 had generally become known as Atlas Comics. The Marvel era began in August 1961 with the launch of The Fantastic Four and other superhero titles created by Stan Lee, Jack Kirby, Steve
Ditko, and numerous others. The Marvel brand, which had been used over the years and decades, was solidified as the company's primary brand.Marvel counts among its characters such well-known superheroes as Spider-Man, Wolverine, Iron Man, Captain America, Hulk, Thor, Doctor Strange, Daredevil, Black Panther, and Captain Marvel, as well
as popular superhero teams such as the Avengers, X-Men, Fantastic Four, and Guardians of the Galaxy. Its stable of well-known supervillains includes Doctor Doom, Magneto, Green Goblin, Venom, Red Skull, Loki, Ultron, Thanos, Apocalypse, and Galactus. Most of Marvel's fictional characters operate in a single reality known as the Marvel Universe,
with most locations mirroring real-life places; many major characters are based in New York City.[4] Additionally, Marvel has published several licensed properties from other companies. This includes Star Wars comics, twice from 1977 to 1987, and again since 2015. Main article: Timely ComicsMarvel Comics #1 (Oct. 1939), the first comic from
Marvel precursor Timely Comics. Cover art by Frank R. Paul.Pulp-magazine publisher Martin Goodman created the company later known as Marvel Comics under the name Timely Publications in 1939.[5][6] Goodman, who had started with a Western pulp in 1933, was expanding into the emergingand by then already highly popularnew medium of
comic books. Launching his new line from his existing company's offices at 330 West 42nd Street, New York City, he officially held the titles of editor, managing editor, and business manager, with Abraham Goodman (Martin's brother)[7] officially listed as publisher.[6]Timely's first publication, Marvel Comics #1 (cover dated Oct. 1939), included the
first appearance of Carl Burgos' android superhero the Human Torch, and the first appearances of Bill Everett's anti-hero Namor the Sub-Mariner,[8] among other features.[5] The issue was a great success; it and a second printing the following month sold a combined nearly 900,000 copies.[9] While its contents came from an outside packager,
Funnies, Inc.,[5] Timely had its own staff in place by the following year. The company's first true editor, writer-artist Joe Simon, teamed with artist Jack Kirby to create one of the first patriotically themed superheroes,[10] Captain America, in Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941). It, too, proved a hit, with sales of nearly one million.[9] Goodman
formed Timely Comics, Inc., beginning with comics cover-dated April 1941 or Spring 1941.[3][11]While no other Timely character would achieve the success of these three characters, some notable heroesmany of which continue to appear in modern-day retcon appearances and flashbacksinclude the Whizzer, Miss America, the Destroyer, the original
Vision, and the Angel. Timely also published one of humor cartoonist Basil Wolverton's best-known features, "Powerhouse Pepper",[12][13] as well as a line of children's talking animal comics featuring characters like Super Rabbit and the duo Ziggy Pig and Silly Seal.Goodman hired his wife's 16-year-old cousin,[14] Stanley Lieber, as a general office
assistant in 1939.[15] When editor Simon left the company in late 1941,[16] Goodman made Lieberby then writing pseudonymously as "Stan Lee"interim editor of the comics line, a position Lee kept for decades except for three years during his military service in World War II. Lee wrote extensively for Timely, contributing to a number of different
titles.Goodman's business strategy involved having his various magazines and comic books published by a number of corporations all operating out of the same office and with the same staff.[3] One of these shell companies through which Timely Comics was published was named Marvel Comics by at least Marvel Mystery Comics #55 (May 1944). As
well, some comics' covers, such as All Surprise Comics #12 (Winter 194647), were labeled "A Marvel Magazine" many years before Goodman would formally adopt the name in 1961.[17] The company begin identifying the group of its comic division as Marvel Comic Group, on some comics cover-dated November 1948, when the company set up an in-
house editorial board to compete with the likes of DC and Fawcett, even though the legal name is still Timely.[18][19][20]Main article: Atlas Comics (1950s)The post-war American comic market saw superheroes falling out of fashion.[21] Goodman's comic book line dropped them for the most part and expanded into a wider variety of genres than even
Timely had published, featuring horror, Westerns, humor, talking animal, men's adventure-drama, giant monster, crime, and war comics, and later adding jungle books, romance titles, espionage, and even medieval adventure, Bible stories and sports.Goodman began using the globe logo of the Atlas News Company, the newsstand-distribution
company he owned,[22] on comics cover-dated November 1951 even though another company, Kable News, continued to distribute his comics through the August 1952 issues.[23] This globe branding united a line put out by the same publisher, staff and freelancers through 59 shell companies, from Animirth Comics to Zenith Publications.[24]Atlas,
rather than innovate, took a proven route of following popular trends in television and filmsWesterns and war dramas prevailing for a time, drive-in film monsters another timeand even other comic books, particularly the EC horror line.[25] Atlas also published a plethora of children's and teen humor titles, including Dan DeCarlo's Homer the Happy
Ghost (similar to Casper the Friendly Ghost) and Homer Hooper ( la Archie Andrews). Atlas unsuccessfully attempted to revive superheroes from late 1953 to mid-1954, with the Human Torch (art by Syd Shores and Dick Ayers, variously), the Sub-Mariner (drawn and most stories written by Bill Everett), and Captain America (writer Stan Lee, artist
John Romita Sr.). Atlas did not achieve any breakout hits and, according to Stan Lee, survived chiefly because it produced work quickly, cheaply, and at a passable quality.[26]In 1957, Goodman switched distributors to the American News Companywhich shortly afterward lost a Justice Department lawsuit and discontinued its business.[27] Atlas was
left without distribution and was forced to turn to Independent News, the distribution arm of its biggest rival, National (DC) Comics, which imposed draconian restrictions on Goodman's company. As then-Atlas editor Stan Lee recalled in a 1988 interview, "[We had been] turning out 40, 50, 60 books a month, maybe more, and ... suddenly we went ...
to either eight or 12 books a month, which was all Independent News Distributors would accept from us."[28] The company was briefly renamed to Goodman Comics in 1957 under the distribution deal with Independent News.[29]The Fantastic Four #1 (Nov. 1961). Cover art by Jack Kirby (penciler) and an unknown inker.The first modern comic
books under the Marvel Comics brand were the science-fiction anthology Journey into Mystery #69 and the teen-humor title Patsy Walker #95 (both cover dated June 1961), which each displayed an "MC" box on its cover.[30] Then, in the wake of DC Comics' success in reviving superheroes in the late 1950s and early 1960s, particularly with the
Flash, Green Lantern, Batman, Superman, Wonder Woman, Green Arrow, and other members of the team the Justice League of America, Marvel followed suit.[n 1]In 1961, writer-editor Stan Lee revolutionized superhero comics by introducing superheroes designed to appeal to older readers than the predominantly child audiences of the medium,
thus ushering what Marvel later called the Marvel Age of Comics.[31] Modern Marvel's first superhero team, the titular stars of The Fantastic Four #1 (Nov. 1961),[32] broke convention with other comic book archetypes of the time by squabbling, holding grudges both deep and petty, and eschewing anonymity or secret identities in favor of celebrity
status. Subsequently, Marvel comics developed a reputation for focusing on characterization and adult issues to a greater extent than most superhero comics before them, a quality which the new generation of older readers appreciated.[33] This applied to The Amazing Spider-Man title in particular, which turned out to be Marvel's most successful
book. Its young hero suffered from self-doubt and mundane problems like any other teenager, something with which many readers could identify.[34]Stan Lee and freelance artist and eventual co-plotter Jack Kirby's Fantastic Four originated in a Cold War culture that led their creators to revise the superhero conventions of previous eras to better
reflect the psychological spirit of their age.[35] Eschewing such comic book tropes as secret identities and even costumes at first, having a monster as one of the heroes, and having its characters bicker and complain in what was later called a "superheroes in the real world" approach, the series represented a change that proved to be a great success.
[36]Marvel often presented flawed superheroes, freaks, and misfitsunlike the perfect, handsome, athletic heroes found in previous traditional comic books. Some Marvel heroes looked like villains and monsters such as the Hulk and the Thing. This naturalistic approach even extended into topical politics. Comics historian Mike Benton also noted:In the
world of [rival DC Comics'] Superman comic books, communism did not exist. Superman rarely crossed national borders or involved himself in political disputes.[37] From 1962 to 1965, there were more communists [in Marvel Comics] than on the subscription list of Pravda. Communist agents attack Ant-Man in his laboratory, red henchmen jump the
Fantastic Four on the moon, and Viet Cong guerrillas take potshots at Iron Man.[38]All these elements struck a chord with the older readers, including college-aged adults. In 1965, Spider-Man and the Hulk were both featured in Esquire magazine's list of 28 college campus heroes, alongside John F. Kennedy and Bob Dylan.[39] In 2009, writer Geoff
Boucher reflected that,Superman and DC Comics instantly seemed like boring old Pat Boone; Marvel felt like The Beatles and the British Invasion. It was Kirby's artwork with its tension and psychedelia that made it perfect for the timesor was it Lee's bravado and melodrama, which was somehow insecure and brash at the same time?[40]In addition to
Spider-Man and the Fantastic Four, Marvel began publishing further superhero titles featuring such heroes and antiheroes as the Hulk, Thor, Ant-Man, Iron Man, the X-Men, Daredevil, the Inhumans, Black Panther, Doctor Strange, Captain Marvel and the Silver Surfer, and such memorable antagonists as Doctor Doom, Magneto, Galactus, Loki, the
Green Goblin, and Doctor Octopus, all existing in a shared reality known as the Marvel Universe, with locations that mirror real-life cities such as New York, Los Angeles and Chicago.Marvel even lampooned itself and other comics companies in a parody comic, Not Brand Echh (a play on Marvel's dubbing of other companies as "Brand Echh", la the
then-common phrase "Brand X").[41]Originally, the company's publications were branded by a minuscule "Mc" on the upper right-hand corner of the covers. However, artist/writer Steve Ditko put a larger masthead picture of the title character of The Amazing Spider-Man on the upper left-hand corner on issue #2 that included the series' issue
number and price. Lee appreciated the value of this visual motif and adapted it for the company's entire publishing line. This branding pattern, being typically either a full-body picture of the characters' solo titles or a collection of the main characters' faces in ensemble titles, would become standard for Marvel for decades.[42]Cover of The Avengers
#4 (Mar 1964), featuring the return of Captain America. Art by Jack Kirby.In 1968, while selling 50million[citation needed] comic books a year, company founder Goodman revised the constraining distribution arrangement with Independent News he had reached under duress during the Atlas years, allowing him now to release as many titles as
demand warranted.[22] Late that year, he sold Marvel Comics and its parent company, Magazine Management, to the Perfect Film & Chemical Corporation (later known as Cadence Industries), though he remained as publisher.[43] In 1969, Goodman finally ended his distribution deal with Independent by signing with Curtis Circulation Company.
[22]In 1971, the United States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare approached Marvel Comics editor-in-chief Stan Lee to do a comic book story about drug abuse. Lee agreed and wrote a three-part Spider-Man story portraying drug use as dangerous and unglamorous. However, the industry's self-censorship board, the Comics Code
Authority, refused to approve the story because of the presence of narcotics, deeming the context of the story irrelevant. Lee, with Goodman's approval, published the story regardless in The Amazing Spider-Man #9698 (MayJuly 1971), without the Comics Code seal. The market reacted well to the storyline, and the CCA subsequently revised the Code
the same year.[44]Goodman retired as publisher in 1972 and installed his son, Chip, as publisher.[45] Shortly thereafter, Lee succeeded him as publisher and also became Marvel's president[45] for a brief time.[46] During his time as president, he appointed his associate editor, prolific writer Roy Thomas, as editor-in-chief. Thomas added "Stan Lee
Presents" to the opening page of each comic book.[45]Howard the Duck #8 (Jan. 1977). Cover art by Gene Colan and Steve Leialoha.A series of new editors-in-chief oversaw the company during another slow time for the industry. Once again, Marvel attempted to diversify, and with the updating of the Comics Code published titles themed to horror
(The Tomb of Dracula), martial arts (Shang-Chi: Master of Kung Fu), sword-and-sorcery (Conan the Barbarian in 1970,[47] Red Sonja), satire (Howard the Duck) and science fiction (2001: A Space Odyssey, "Killraven" in Amazing Adventures, Battlestar Galactica, Star Trek, and, late in the decade, the long-running Star Wars series). Some of these
were published in larger-format black and white magazines, under its Curtis Magazines imprint.Marvel was able to capitalize on its successful superhero comics of the previous decade by acquiring a new newsstand distributor and greatly expanding its comics line. Marvel pulled ahead of rival DC Comics in 1972, during a time when the price and
format of the standard newsstand comic were in flux.[48] Goodman increased the price and size of Marvel's November 1971 cover-dated comics from 15 cents for 36 pages total to 25 cents for 52 pages. DC followed suit, but Marvel the following month dropped its comics to 20 cents for 36 pages, offering a lower-priced product with a higher
distributor discount.[49]In 1973, Perfect Film & Chemical renamed itself as Cadence Industries and renamed Magazine Management as Marvel Comics Group.[50] Goodman, now disconnected from Marvel, set up a new company called Seaboard Periodicals in 1974, reviving Marvel's old Atlas name for a new Atlas Comics line, but this lasted only a
year and a half.[51]In the mid-1970s a decline of the newsstand distribution network affected Marvel. Cult hits such as Howard the Duck fell victim to the distribution problems, with some titles reporting low sales when in fact the first specialty comic book stores resold them at a later date.[citation needed] But by the end of the decade, Marvel's
fortunes were reviving, thanks to the rise of direct market distributionselling through those same comics-specialty stores instead of newsstands.Marvel ventured into audio in 1975 with a radio series and a record, both had Stan Lee as narrator. The radio series was Fantastic Four. The record was Spider-Man: Rock Reflections of a Superhero concept
album for music fans.[52]Marvel Super Heroes Secret Wars #1 (May 1984). Cover art by Mike Zeck depicting Captain America, Wolverine, Cyclops, Hawkeye, Rogue, She-Hulk, The Thing, Colossus, Monica Rambeau, Nightcrawler, Spider-Man, Human Torch, Hulk, Iron Man and Storm.[53]Marvel held its own comic book convention, Marvelcon '75,
in spring 1975, and promised a Marvelcon '76. At the 1975 event, Stan Lee used a Fantastic Four panel discussion to announce that Jack Kirby, the artist co-creator of most of Marvel's signature characters, was returning to Marvel after having left in 1970 to work for rival DC Comics.[54] In October 1976, Marvel, which already licensed reprints in
different countries, including the UK, created a superhero specifically for the British market. Captain Britain debuted exclusively in the UK, and later appeared in American comics.[55] During this time, Marvel and the Iowa-based Register and Tribune Syndicate launched a number of syndicated comic stripsThe Amazing Spider-Man, Howard the
Duck, Conan the Barbarian, and The Incredible Hulk. None of the strips lasted past 1982, except for The Amazing Spider-Man, which is still being published.In 1978, Jim Shooter became Marvel's editor-in-chief. Although a controversial personality, Shooter cured many of the procedural ills at Marvel, including repeatedly missed deadlines. During
Shooter's nine-year tenure as editor-in-chief, Chris Claremont and John Byrne's run on the Uncanny X-Men and Frank Miller's run on Daredevil became critical and commercial successes.[56] Shooter brought Marvel into the rapidly evolving direct market,[57] institutionalized creator royalties, starting with the Epic Comics imprint for creator-owned
material in 1982; introduced company-wide crossover story arcs with Contest of Champions and Secret Wars; and in 1986 launched the ultimately unsuccessful New Universe line to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Marvel Comics imprint. Star Comics, a children-oriented line differing from the regular Marvel titles, was briefly successful
during this period, although hampered by legal action by the owners of the recently defunct Harvey Comics for purposefully plagiarizing their house style.[58]In 1986, Marvel's parent, Marvel Entertainment Group, was sold to New World Entertainment, which within three years sold it to MacAndrews and Forbes, owned by Revlon executive Ronald
Perelman in 1989. In 1991 Perelman took MEG public. Following the rapid rise of this stock, Perelman issued a series of junk bonds that he used to acquire other entertainment companies, secured by MEG stock.[59]Marvel's logo from 1990 to 2002Marvel earned a great deal of money with their 1980s children's comics imprint Star Comics[citation
needed] and they earned a great deal more money and worldwide success during the comic book boom of the early 1990s, launching the successful 2099 line of comics set in the future (Spider-Man 2099, etc.) and the creatively daring though commercially unsuccessful Razorline imprint of superhero comics created by novelist and filmmaker Clive
Barker.[60][61] In 1990, Marvel began selling Marvel Universe Cards with trading card maker SkyBox International. These were collectible trading cards that featured the characters and events of the Marvel Universe. The 1990s saw the rise of variant covers, cover enhancements, swimsuit issues, and company-wide crossovers that affected the
overall continuity of the Marvel Universe.Spider-Man #1, later renamed "Peter Parker: Spider-Man" (August 1990). Cover art by Todd McFarlane.In early 1992, seven of Marvel's prized artistsTodd McFarlane (known for his work on Spider-Man), Jim Lee (X-Men), Rob Liefeld (X-Force), Marc Silvestri (Wolverine), Erik Larsen (The Amazing Spider-
Man), Jim Valentino (Guardians of the Galaxy), and Whilce Portacio (Uncanny X-Men)left to form Image Comics[62] in a deal brokered by Malibu Comics' owner Scott Mitchell Rosenberg.[63] Three years later, on November 3, 1994, Rosenberg sold Malibu to Marvel.[64][65][66] In purchasing Malibu, Marvel now owned computer coloring technology
that had been developed by Rosenberg,[67] and also integrated the Ultraverse line of comics and the Genesis Universe into Marvel's multiverse.[68] Earlier that year, the company secured a deal with Harvey Comics, whereas Marvel took on the publishing and distribution of Harvey's titles.[69]In late 1994, Marvel acquired the comic book distributor
Heroes World Distribution to use as its own exclusive distributor.[70] As the industry's other major publishers made exclusive distribution deals with other companies, the ripple effect resulted in the survival of only one other major distributor in North America, Diamond Comic Distributors Inc.[71][72] Then, by the middle of the decade, the industry
had slumped, and in December 1996 MEG filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection.[59] In early 1997, when Marvel's Heroes World endeavor failed, Diamond also forged an exclusive deal with Marvel[73]giving the company its own section of its comics catalog Previews.[74]Marvel in the early to mid-1990s expanded their entries in other media,
including Saturday-morning cartoons and various comics collaborations to explore new genres. In 1992, they released the X-Men: The Animated Series which was aired on Fox Kids, they later released Spider-Man: The Animated Series on the network as well. In 1993, Marvel teamed up with Thomas Nelson to create Christian media genre comics,
including a Christian superhero named The Illuminator, they made adaptations of Christian novels too, including In His Steps, The Screwtape Letters, and The Pilgrim's Progress.[75][76] In 1996, Marvel had some of its titles participate in "Heroes Reborn", a crossover that allowed Marvel to relaunch some of its flagship characters such as the
Avengers and the Fantastic Four, and outsource them to the studios of two of the former Marvel artists turned Image Comics founders, Jim Lee and Rob Liefeld. The relaunched titles, which saw the characters transported to a parallel universe with a history distinct from the mainstream Marvel Universe, were a solid success amidst a generally
struggling industry.[77]In 1997, Toy Biz bought Marvel Entertainment Group to end the bankruptcy, forming a new corporation, Marvel Enterprises.[59] With his business partner Avi Arad, publisher Bill Jemas, and editor-in-chief Bob Harras, Toy Biz co-owner Isaac Perlmutter helped stabilize the comics line.[78]In 1998, the company launched the
imprint Marvel Knights, taking place "with reduced [Marvel] continuity," according to one history, with better production quality.[79] The imprint was helmed by soon-to-become editor-in-chief Joe Quesada; it featured tough, gritty stories showcasing such characters as the Daredevil, the Inhumans, and Black Panther.[79][80][81][82]With the new
millennium, Marvel Comics emerged from bankruptcy and again began diversifying its offerings. X-Force #116 X-Force #119 (October 2001) was the first Marvel Comics title since The Amazing Spider-Man #9698 in 1971 to not have the Comics Code Authority (CCA) approval seal, due to the violence depicted in the issue. The CCA, which governed
the content of American comic books, rejected the issue, requiring that changes be made. Instead, Marvel simply stopped submitting comics to the CCA.[83][84][85] It then established its own Marvel Rating System for comics.[86][87] Marvel also created new imprints, such as MAX (an explicit-content 1line)[88][89] and Marvel Adventures (developed
for child audiences).[90][91] The company also created an alternate universe imprint, Ultimate Marvel, that allowed the company to reboot its major titles by revising and updating its characters to introduce to a new generation.[92]Some of the company's properties were adapted into successful film franchises, such as the Men in Black film series
(which was based on a Malibu book), starting in 1997, the Blade film series, starting in 1998, the X-Men film series, starting in 2000, and the highest grossing series, Spider-Man, beginning in 2002.[93]Marvel's Conan the Barbarian title was canceled in 1993 after 275 issues, while the Savage Sword of Conan magazine had lasted 235 issues. Marvel
published additional titles including miniseries until 2000 for a total of 650 issues. Conan was picked up by Dark Horse Comics three years later.[47]In a cross-promotion, the November 1, 2006, episode of the CBS soap opera Guiding Light, titled "She's a Marvel", featured the character Harley Davidson Cooper (played by Beth Ehlers) as a
superheroine named the Guiding Light.[94] The character's story continued in an eight-page backup feature, "A New Light", that appeared in several Marvel titles published November 1 and 8.[95] Also that year, Marvel created a wiki on its Web site.[96]Marvel Comics logo introduced in 2008In late 2007 the company launched Marvel Digital Comics
Unlimited, a digital archive of over 2,500 back issues available for viewing, for a monthly or annual subscription fee.[97] At the December 2007 the New York Anime Fest, the company announcement that Del Rey Manga would published two original English language Marvel manga books featuring the X-Men and Wolverine to hit the stands in spring
2009.[98]In 2009 Marvel Comics closed its Open Submissions Policy, in which the company had accepted unsolicited samples from aspiring comic book artists, saying the time-consuming review process had produced no suitably professional work.[99] The same year, the company commemorated its 70th anniversary, dating to its inception as Timely
Comics, by issuing the one-shot Marvel Mystery Comics 70th Anniversary Special #1 and a variety of other special issues.[100][101 ]Writers of Marvel titles in the 2010s include (seated left to right) Ed Brubaker, Christos Gage, Matt Fraction, and Brian Michael Bendis.On August 31, 2009, The Walt Disney Company announced it would acquire Marvel
Comics' parent corporation, Marvel Entertainment, for a cash and stock deal worth approximately $4billion, which if necessary would be adjusted at closing, giving Marvel shareholders $30 and 0.745 Disney shares for each share of Marvel they owned.[102][103] As of 2008, Marvel and its major competitor DC Comics shared over 80% of the
American comic-book market.[104]As of September 2010, Marvel switched its bookstore distribution company from Diamond Book Distributors to Hachette Distribution Services.[105] Marvel moved its office to the Sports Illustrated Building in October 2010.[106]Marvel relaunched the CrossGen imprint, owned by Disney Publishing Worldwide, in
March 2011.[107] Marvel and Disney Publishing began jointly publishing Disney/Pixar Presents magazine that May.[108]Marvel discontinued its Marvel Adventures imprint in March 2012,[109] and replaced them with a line of two titles connected to the Marvel Universe TV block.[110] Also in March, Marvel announced its Marvel ReEvolution
initiative that included Infinite Comics,[111] a line of digital comics, Marvel AR, a software application that provides an augmented reality experience to readers and Marvel NOW!, a relaunch of most of the company's major titles with different creative teams.[112][113] Marvel NOW! also saw the debut of new flagship titles including Uncanny
Avengers and All-New X-Men.[114]In April 2013, Marvel and other Disney conglomerate components began announcing joint projects. With ABC, a Once Upon a Time graphic novel was announced for publication in September.[115] With Disney, Marvel announced in October 2013 that in January 2014 it would release its first title under their joint
"Disney Kingdoms" imprint "Seekers of the Weird", a five-issue miniseries.[116] On January 3, 2014, fellow Disney subsidiary Lucasfilm announced that as of 2015, Star Wars comics would once again be published by Marvel.[117]Following the events of the company-wide crossover "Secret Wars" in 2015, a relaunched Marvel universe began in
September 2015, called the All-New, All-Different Marvel.[118]Marvel Legacy was the company's Fall 2017 relaunch branding, which began that September. Books released as part of that initiative featured lenticular variant covers that required comic book stores to double their regular issue order to be able to order the variants. The owner of two
Comix Experience stores complained about requiring retailers to purchase an excess of copies featuring the regular cover, which they would not be able to sell in order to acquire the more sought-after variant. Marvel responded to these complaints by rescinding these ordering requirements on newer series, but maintained it on more long-running
titles like Invincible Iron Man. As a result, MyComicShop.com and at least 70 other comic book stores boycotted these variant covers.[119] Despite the release of Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2, Logan, Thor: Ragnarok, and Spider-Man: Homecoming in theaters, none of those characters' titles featured in the top 10 sales and the Guardians of the
Galaxy comic book series was canceled.[120] Conan Properties International announced on January 12, 2018, that Conan would return to Marvel in early 2019.[47]On March 1, 2019, Serial Box, a digital book platform, announced a partnership with Marvel, in which they would publish new and original stories tied to a number of Marvel's popular
franchises.[121]In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, from March to May 2020, Marvel and its distributor Diamond Comic Distributors stopped producing and releasing new comic books.[122][123][124]0On March 25, 2021, Marvel Comics announced that they planned to shift their direct market distribution for monthly comics and graphic novels
from Diamond Comic Distributors to Penguin Random House. The change was scheduled to start on October 1, 2021, in a multi-year partnership. The arrangement would still allow stores the option to order comics from Diamond, but Diamond would be acting as a wholesaler rather than distributor.[1]On March 29, 2023, as a part of a corporate
restructuring to fold Marvel Entertainment into The Walt Disney Company, Marvel Comics was transferred to Disney Publishing Worldwide.[125][126]In June 2024, Marvel unveiled a new logo for Marvel Comics, similar in style to the logos for Marvel Studios and Marvel Studios Animation. This logo was meant to be used for more "corporate"
purposes and on new social media channels for Marvel Comics, and would not appear on comics themselves.[127][128]Michael Z. Hobson, executive vice president;[129] Marvel Comics Group vice-president (1986)[130]Stan Lee, chairman and publisher (1986)[130]Joseph Calamari, executive vice president (1986)[130]Jim Shooter, vice president and
editor-in-chief (1986)[130](Abraham Goodman, 1939[6])Martin Goodman, 19391972[45]Charles "Chip" Goodman, 1972[45]Stan Lee, 1972 October 1996[45][46][129]Shirrel Rhoades, October 1996 October 1998[129]Winston Fowlkes, February 1998 November 1999[129]Bill Jemas, February 2000 2003[129]Dan Buckley, 2003[131] January 2017[132]
[133]John Nee, January 2018 present[132]Marvel's chief editor originally held the title of "editor". This head editor's title later became "editor-in-chief". Joe Simon was the company's first true chief-editor, with publisher Martin Goodman, who had served as titular editor only and outsourced editorial operations.In 1994 Marvel briefly abolished the
position of editor-in-chief, replacing Tom DeFalco with five group editors-in-chief. As Carl Potts described the 1990s editorial arrangement:In the early '90s, Marvel had so many titles that there were three Executive Editors, each overseeing approximately one-third of the line. Bob Budiansky was the third Executive Editor [following the previously
promoted Mark Gruenwald and Potts]. We all answered to Editor-in-Chief Tom DeFalco and Publisher Mike Hobson. All three Executive Editors decided not to add our names to the already crowded credits on the Marvel titles. Therefore it wasn't easy for readers to tell which titles were produced by which Executive Editor In late '94, Marvel
reorganized into a number of different publishing divisions, each with its own Editor-in-Chief.[134]Marvel reinstated the overall editor-in-chief position in 1995 with Bob Harras.EditorMartin Goodman (19391940; titular only)[6]Joe Simon (19391941)Stan Lee (19411942)Vincent Fago (acting editor during Lee's military service) (19421945)Stan Lee
(19451972)Roy Thomas (19721974)Len Wein (19741975)Marv Wolfman (black-and-white magazines 19741975, entire line 19751976)Gerry Conway (1976)Archie Goodwin (19761978)Editor-in-chief]Jim Shooter (19781987)Tom DeFalco (19871994)No overall; separate group editors-in-chief (19941995)Bob Budiansky, Spider-Man GroupBobbie Chase,
Marvel EdgeMark Gruenwald, Marvel Universe (Avengers & Cosmic)Bob Harras, X-Men GroupCarl Potts, Marvel Comics (licensed property titles only)[134]Bob Harras (19952000)Joe Quesada (20002011)Axel Alonso (20112017)C. B. Cebulski (2017present)[135]Originally called associate editor when Marvel's chief editor just carried the title of
editor, the title of the second-highest editorial position became executive editor under the chief editor title of editor-in-chief. The title of associate editor later was revived under the editor-in-chief as an editorial position in charge of few titles under the direction of an editor and without an assistant editor.Associate Editor]Jim Shooter, January 5, 1976
January 2, 1978[136]Executive EditorTom DeFalco, 19831987Mark Gruenwald, 19871991; Senior Executive Editor: 19911995Carl Potts, Epic Comics Executive Editor, 19891995[134]Bob Budiansky, Special Projects Executive Editor, 19911995[134]Bobbie Chase, 19952001Tom Brevoort, 20072011[137]Axel Alonso, 2010 January 2011[138]Martin
Goodman (19391968)Parent corporationMagazine Management Co. (19681973)Cadence Industries (19731986)Marvel Entertainment Group (19861998)Marvel Enterprises, Inc. (19982005)Marvel Entertainment, Inc (20052009)Marvel Entertainment, LLC (20092023, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Walt Disney Company)Disney Publishing
Worldwide (2023present)Located in New York City, Marvel has had successive headquarters:in the McGraw-Hill Building,[6] where it originated as Timely Comics in 1939[139]in suite 1401 of the Empire State Building[139]at 635 Madison Avenue (the actual location, though the comic books' indicia listed the parent publishing-company's address of
625 Madison Ave.)[139]575 Madison Avenue;[139]387 Park Avenue South[139]10 East 40th Street[139]417 Fifth Avenue[139]a 60,000-square-foot (5,600m2) space in the Sports Illustrated Building at 135 W. 50th Street (October 2010[106][140] present) Animated SeriesAiredProductionDistributorNetworkEpisodesThe Marvel Super
Heroes1966Grantray-Lawrence Animation / Marvel Comics GroupKrantz FilmsABC65Fantastic Four196768Hanna-Barbera Productions / Marvel Comics GroupTaft Broadcasting20Spider-Man196770Grantray-Lawrence Animation / Krantz Films / Marvel Comics Group52The New Fantastic Four1978DePatie-Freleng Enterprises / Marvel Comics
AnimationMarvel EntertainmentNBC13Fred and Barney Meet the Thingl1 979Hanna-Barbera Productions / Marvel Comics GroupTaft Broadcasting13 (26 segments of The Thing)Spider-Woman197980DePatie-Freleng Enterprises / Marvel Comics AnimationMarvel EntertainmentABC16This section appears to be slanted towards recent events. Please try
to keep recent events in historical perspective and add more content related to non-recent events. (July 2017)In 2017, Marvel held a 38.30% share of the comics market, compared to its competitor DC Comics' 33.93%.[141] By comparison, the companies respectively held 33.50% and 30.33% shares in 2013, and 40.81% and 29.94% shares in 2008.
[142]Marvel characters and stories have been adapted to multiple media platforms. Some of these adaptations were produced by Marvel Comics and its sister company, Marvel Studios, while others were produced by companies licensing Marvel material.In June 1993, Marvel issued its collectable caps for milk caps game under the Hero Caps brand.
[143] In 2014, the Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers Japanese TV series was launched together with a collectible game called Bachicombat, a game similar to the milk caps game, by Bandai.[144]The RPG industry brought the development of the collectible card game (CCG) in the early 1990s which there were soon Marvel characters were featured in
CCG of their own starting in 1995 with Fleer's OverPower (19951999). Later collectible card game were:Marvel Superstars (2010?) Upper Deck CompanyReCharge Collectible Card Game (2001?) MarvelVs. System (20042009, 2014) Upper Deck CompanyX-Men Trading Card Game (2000?) Wizards of the CoastMarvel Champions: The Card Game
(2019present) Fantasy Flight Games, a Living Card Game[145]Marvel Crisis Protocol (Fall 2019) Atomic Mass Games[146]HeroClix, WizKidsMain article: List of Marvel RPG supplementsTSR published the pen-and-paper role-playing game Marvel Super Heroes in 1984. TSR then released in 1998 the Marvel Super Heroes Adventure Game which used
a different system, the card-based SAGA system, than their first game. In 2003 Marvel Publishing published its own role-playing game, the Marvel Universe Roleplaying Game, that used a diceless stone pool system.[147] In August 2011 Margaret Weis Productions announced it was developing a tabletop role-playing game based on the Marvel
universe, set for release in February 2012 using its house Cortex Plus RPG system.[148]Main article: Marvel GamesVideo games based on Marvel characters go back to 1984 and the Atari 2600 game, Spider-Man. Since then several dozen video games have been released and all have been produces by outside licensees. In 2014, Disney Infinity 2.0:
Marvel Super Heroes was released that brought Marvel characters to the existing Disney sandbox video game.Main articles: List of films based on Marvel Comics publications, Marvel Cinematic Universe, and List of Marvel Cinematic Universe filmsAs of the start of September 2015, films based on Marvel's properties represent the highest-grossing
U.S. franchise, having grossed over $7.7billion[149] as part of a worldwide gross of over $18billion. As of 2024, the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) has grossed over $32billion.Spider-Man's Wedding (1987)Spider-Man On Stage (1999)Spider-Man Stunt Show: A Stunt Spectacular (20022004)Spider-Man Live! (20022003)The Marvel Experience
(2014)Marvel Universe Live! (2014) live arena showSpider-Man: Turn Off the Dark (20112014) a Broadway musicalMain articles: Marvel Books and Marvel PressMarvel first licensed two prose novels to Bantam Books, who printed The Avengers Battle the Earth Wrecker by Otto Binder (1967) and Captain America: The Great Gold Steal by Ted White
(1968). Various publishers took up the licenses from 1978 to 2002. Also, with the various licensed films being released beginning in 1997, various publishers put out film novelizations.[150] In 2003, following publication of the prose young adult novel Mary Jane, starring Mary Jane Watson from the Spider-Man mythos, Marvel announced the formation
of the publishing imprint Marvel Press.[151] However, Marvel moved back to licensing with Pocket Books from 2005 to 2008.[150] With few books issued under the imprint, Marvel and Disney Books Group relaunched Marvel Press in 2011 with the Marvel Origin Storybooks line.[152]Main article: List of television series based on Marvel Comics
publicationsMany television series, both live-action and animated, have based their productions on Marvel Comics characters. These include series for popular characters such as Spider-Man, Iron Man, the Hulk, the Avengers, the X-Men, Fantastic Four, the Guardians of the Galaxy, Daredevil, Jessica Jones, Luke Cage, Iron Fist, the Punisher, the
Defenders, S.H.I.LE.L.D., Agent Carter, Deadpool, Legion, and others. Additionally, a handful of television films, usually also pilots, based on Marvel Comics characters have been made.Marvel has licensed its characters for theme parks and attractions, including Marvel Super Hero Island at Universal Orlando's Islands of Adventure[153] in Orlando,
Florida, which includes rides based on their iconic characters and costumed performers, as well as The Amazing Adventures of Spider-Man ride cloned from Islands of Adventure to Universal Studios Japan.[154]Years after Disney purchased Marvel in late 2009, Walt Disney Parks and Resorts plans on creating original Marvel attractions at their theme
parks,[155][156] with Hong Kong Disneyland becoming the first Disney theme park to feature a Marvel attraction.[157][158] Due to the licensing agreement with Universal Studios, signed prior to Disney's purchase of Marvel, Walt Disney World and Tokyo Disney Resort are barred from having Marvel characters in their parks.[159] However, this only
includes characters that Universal is currently using, other characters in their "families" (X-Men, Avengers, Fantastic Four, etc.), and the villains associated with said characters.[153] This clause has allowed Walt Disney World to have meet and greets, merchandise, attractions and more with other Marvel characters not associated with the characters
at Islands of Adventures, such as Star-Lord and Gamora from Guardians of the Galaxy.[160][161]Marvel ComicsMarvel Press, joint imprint with Disney Books Grouplcon Comics (creator owned)Infinite ComicsTimely ComicsMAX20th Century Studios[162]Marvel Worldwide with Disney announced in October 2013 that in January 2014 it would release
its first comic book title under their joint Disney Kingdoms imprint Seekers of the Weird, a five-issue miniseries inspired by a never built Disneyland attraction Museum of the Weird.[116] Marvel's Disney Kingdoms imprint has since released comic adaptations of Big Thunder Mountain Railroad,[163] Walt Disney's Enchanted Tiki Room,[164] The
Haunted Mansion,[165] two series on Figment[166][167] based on Journey Into Imagination.Amalgam ComicsCrossGenCurtis Magazines/Marvel Magazine GroupMarvel Monsters GroupEpic Comics (creator owned) (19822004)Malibu Comics (19941997)Marvel 2099 (19921998)Marvel AbsurdMarvel Age/AdventuresMarvel BooksMarvel EdgeMarvel
KnightsMarvel IllustratedMarvel MangaverseMarvel MusicMarvel NextMarvel NoirMarvel UKMarvel FrontierMC2New UniverseParamount Comics (co-owned with Viacom's Paramount Pictures)RazorlineStar ComicsTsunamiUltimate ComicsList of comics characters which originated in other medialist of magazines released by Marvel Comics in the
1970sLists of Marvel Comics charactersList of current Marvel Comics publicationsList of Timely and Atlas Comics publications”™ Apocryphal legend has it that in 1961, either Jack Liebowitz or Irwin Donenfeld of DC Comics (then known as National Periodical Publications) bragged about DC's success with the Justice League (which had debuted in The
Brave and the Bold #28 [February 1960] before going on to its own title) to publisher Martin Goodman (whose holdings included the nascent Marvel Comics) during a game of golf.However, film producer and comics historian Michael Uslan partly debunked the story in a letter published in Alter Ego #43 (December 2004), pp. 4344Irwin said he never
played golf with Goodman, so the story is untrue. I heard this story more than a couple of times while sitting in the lunchroom at DC's 909 Third Avenue and 75 Rockefeller Plaza office as Sol Harrison and [production chief] Jack Adler were schmoozing with some of us who worked for DC during our college summers.... [TThe way I heard the story from
Sol was that Goodman was playing with one of the heads of Independent News, not DC Comics (though DC owned Independent News). As the distributor of DC Comics, this man certainly knew all the sales figures and was in the best position to tell this tidbit to Goodman. Of course, Goodman would want to be playing golf with this fellow and be in his
good graces. Sol worked closely with Independent News' top management over the decades and would have gotten this story straight from the horse's mouth.Goodman, a publishing trend-follower aware of the JLA's strong sales, confirmably directed his comics editor, Stan Lee, to create a comic-book series about a team of superheroes. According to
Lee in Origins of Marvel Comics (Simon and Schuster/Fireside Books, 1974), p. 16:"Martin mentioned that he had noticed one of the titles published by National Comics seemed to be selling better than most. It was a book called The [sic] Justice League of America and it was composed of a team of superheroes. ' If the Justice League is selling ', spoke
he, 'why don't we put out a comic book that features a team of superheroes?'"” a b Schedeen, Jesse (March 25, 2021). "Marvel Comics Shifts to New Distributor in Industry-Rattling Move IGN". IGN. Archived from the original on March 25, 2021. Retrieved March 25, 2021.” "Hachette Our Clients". Archived from the original on September 11, 2017.
Retrieved September 17, 2017.” a b c Daniels, Les (1991). Marvel: Five Fabulous Decades of the World's Greatest Comics. New York: Harry N. Abrams. pp.27 & 3233. ISBN0-8109-3821-9. Timely Publications became the name under which Goodman first published a comic book line. He eventually created a number of companies to publish comics ...
but Timely was the name by which Goodman's Golden Age comics were known... Marvel wasn't always Marvel; in the early 1940s the company was known as Timely Comics, and some covers bore this shield.” Sanderson, Peter (November 20, 2007). The Marvel Comics Guide to New York City. Gallery Books.”™ a b ¢ Postal indicia in issue, per Marvel
Comics #1 [1st printing] (October 1939) Archived November 3, 2014, at the Wayback Machine at the Grand Comics Database: "Vol.1, No.1, MARVEL COMICS, Oct, 1939 Published monthly by Timely Publications, ... Art and editorial by Funnies Incorporated..."”™ a b ¢ d e Per statement of ownership, dated October 2, 1939, published in Marvel
Mystery Comics #4 (Feb. 1940), p. 40; reprinted in Marvel Masterworks: Golden Age Marvel Comics Volume 1 (Marvel Comics, 2004, ISBN0-7851-1609-5), p. 239" Bell, Blake; Vassallo, Michael J. (2013). The Secret History of Marvel Comics: Jack Kirby and the Moonlighting Artists at Martin Goodman's Empire. Fantagraphics Books. p.299. ISBN978-
1-60699-552-5.” Writer-artist Bill Everett's Sub-Mariner had actually been created for an undistributed movie-theater giveaway comic, Motion Picture Funnies Weekly earlier that year, with the previously unseen, eight-page original story expanded by four pages for Marvel Comics #1.” a b Per researcher Keif Fromm, Alter Ego #49, p. 4 (caption),
Marvel Comics #1, cover-dated October 1939, quickly sold out 80,000 copies, prompting Goodman to produce a second printing, cover-dated November 1939. The latter appears identical except for a black bar over the October date in the inside front-cover indicia, and the November date added at the end. That sold approximately 800,000 copiesa
large figure in the market of that time. Also per Fromm, the first issue of Captain America Comics sold nearly one million copies.” Goulart, Ron (2000). Comic book culture: an illustrated history. Collectors Press, Inc. p.173. ISBN978-1-888054-38-5.. Preceding Captain America were ML]J Comics' the Shield and Fawcett Comics' Minute-Man.” "Marvel:
Timely Publications (Indicia Publisher)" Archived January 28, 2012, at the Wayback Machine at the Grand Comics Database. "This is the original business name under which Martin Goodman began publishing comics in 1939. It was used on all issues up to and including those cover-dated March 1941 or Winter 19401941, spanning the period from
Marvel Comics #1 to Captain America Comics #1. It was replaced by Timely Comics, Inc. starting with all issues cover-dated April 1941 or Spring 1941."” "GCD:: Story Search Results". comics.org. Archived from the original on December 11, 2007. Retrieved April 4, 2007.” A Smithsonian Book of Comic-Book Comics. Smithsonian Institution/Harry
N. Abrams. 1981.” Lee, Stan; Mair, George (2002). Excelsior!: The Amazing Life of Stan Lee. Fireside Books. p.22. ISBN0-684-87305-2.” Simon, Joe; with Simon, Jim (1990). The Comic Book Makers. Crestwood/II Publications. p.208. ISBN1-887591-35-4.” Simon, Joe (2011). Joe Simon: My Life in Comics. London, UK: Titan Books. pp.113114.
ISBN978-1-84576-930-7.” Cover, All Surprise Comics #12 Archived June 28, 2011, at the Wayback Machine at the Grand Comics Database”™ "Seduction of the Innocent: More Anti-Comics Items". www.lostsoti.org. Retrieved July 12, 2024.”~ "TheComicBooks.com - The History of Graphic Novels". March 8, 2021. Archived from the original on March 8,
2021.”~ V, Doc (February 6, 2011). "Timely-Atlas-Comics: Part 1: Fredric Wertham, Censorship & the Timely Anti-Wertham Editorials". Timely-Atlas-Comics. Retrieved July 12, 2024.”™ Wright, Bradford W. (2001). Comic Book Nation: The Transformation of Youth Culture in America. The Johns Hopkins University Press. p.57. ISBN978-0-8018-6514-5."
a b ¢ "Marvel Entertainment Group, Inc.". International Directory of Company Histories, Vol. 10. Farmington Hills, Michigan: Gale / St. James Press, via FundingUniverse.com. 1995. Archived from the original on July 11, 2011. Retrieved September 28, 2011.”™ Marvel: Atlas [wireframe globe] (Brand) Archived January 17, 2012, at the Wayback
Machine at the Grand Comics Database”™ "Marvel Indicia Publishers". comics.org. Grand Comics Database. Archived from the original on December 8, 2014. Retrieved November 18, 2011.” Per Les Daniels in Marvel: Five Fabulous Decades of the World's Greatest Comics, pp. 6768: "The success of EC had a definite influence on Marvel. As Stan Lee
recalls, 'Martin Goodman would say, "Stan, let's do a different kind of book," and it was usually based on how the competition was doing. When we found that EC's horror books were doing well, for instance, we published a lot of horror books''.” Boatz, Darrel L. (December 1988). "Stan Lee". Comics Interview. No.64. Fictioneer Books. pp.1516.”
Jones, Gerard. Men of Tomorrow: Geeks, Gangsters, and the Birth of the Comic Book (Basic Books, 2004).” "Stan the Man & Roy the Boy: A Conversation Between Stan Lee and Roy Thomas". Comic Book Artist. No.2. Summer 1998. Archived from the original on February 18, 2009.” "Which was the first Marvel comic?". CGC Comic Book Collectors
Chat Boards. August 12, 2012. Retrieved July 12, 2024.” Marvel: MC (Brand) Archived March 7, 2011, at the Wayback Machine at the Grand Comics Database.”™ The Marvel Legacy of Jack Kirby. Marvel. 2015. p.50. ISBN978-0-785-19793-5.” "Fantastic Four". Grand Comics Database. Archived from the original on March 15, 2011. Retrieved March
25, 2011.” Roberts, Randy; Olson, James S. (1998). American Experiences: Readings in American History: Since 1865 (4ed.). AddisonWesley. p.317. ISBN978-0-321-01031-5. Marvel Comics employed a realism in both characterization and setting in its superhero titles that was unequaled in the comic book industry.”™ Dunst, Alexander; Laubrock,
Jochen; Wildfeuer, Janina (July 3, 2018). Empirical Comics Research: Digital, Multimodal, and Cognitive Methods. Routledge. ISBN978-1-351-73388-5. Archived from the original on April 6, 2023. Retrieved December 17, 2022.”™ Genter, Robert (2007). "With Great Power Comes Great Responsibility': Cold War Culture and the Birth of Marvel Comics".
The Journal of Popular Culture. 40 (6): 953978. doi:10.1111/j.1540-5931.2007.00480.x.”~ Comics historian Greg Theakston has suggested that the decision to include monsters and initially to distance the new breed of superheroes from costumes was a conscious one, and born of necessity. Since DC distributed Marvel's output at the time, Theakston
theorizes that, "Goodman and Lee decided to keep their superhero line looking as much like their horror line as they possibly could," downplaying "the fact that [Marvel] was now creating heroes" with the effect that they ventured "into deeper waters, where DC had never considered going". See Ro, pp. 8788" Benton, Mike (1991). Superhero Comics
of the Silver Age: The Illustrated History. Dallas, Texas: Taylor Publishing Company. p.35. ISBN978-0-87833-746-0.”~ Benton, p. 38.” Howe, Sean (2012). Marvel Comics: The Untold Story. New York, NY: HarperCollins. p.4. ISBN978-0-06-199210-0.” Boucher, Geoff (September 25, 2009). "Jack Kirby, the abandoned hero of Marvel's grand Hollywood
adventure, and his family's quest". Los Angeles Times. Archived from the original on July 25, 2011. Retrieved September 28, 2011.” "The Real Brand X". Time. October 31, 1960. Archived from the original on June 29, 2011. Retrieved April 27, 2010.” "Branding Failure: The Rise and Fall of Marvel's Corner Box Art". YouTube. ComicTropes. August 31,
2021. Archived from the original on December 11, 2021. Retrieved September 13, 2021.” Daniels, Les (September 1991). Marvel: Five Fabulous Decades of the World's Greatest Comics, Harry N Abrams. p. 139.” Nyberg, Amy Kiste (1994). Seal of Approval: The Origins and History of the Comics Code. University Press of Mississippi. p.170.
ISBN9781604736632.” a b c d e f Ro, Ronin (2004). Tales to Astonish: Jack Kirby, Stan Lee and the American Comic Book Revolution. Bloomsbury Publishing. p.179.” a b Lee, Mair, p. 5.” a b ¢ Wickline, Dan (January 12, 2018). "Conan the Barbarian Returns to Marvel Comics Bleeding Cool News". Bleeding Cool News And Rumors. Archived from the
original on January 18, 2018. Retrieved January 17, 2018.” Levitz, Paul (2010). 75 Years of DC Comics The Art of Modern Mythmaking. Taschen America. p.451. ISBN978-3-8365-1981-6. Marvel took advantage of this moment to surpass DC in title production for the first time since 1957, and in sales for the first time ever.”™ Daniels, Marvel, pp.
154155.” Rhoades, Shirrel (2008). A Complete History of American Comic Books. New York, NY: Peter Lang Publishing. p.103. ISBN9781433101076.” Cooke, Jon B. (December 2011). "Vengeance, Incorporated: A history of the short-lived comics publisher Atlas/Seaboard". Comic Book Artist. No.16. TwoMorrows Publishing. Archived from the



original on December 1, 2010. Retrieved September 28, 2011.~ McMillan, Graeme (December 5, 2017). "Marvel Partners With Stitcher for Scripted 'Wolverine' Podcast". The Hollywood Reporter. Archived from the original on December 13, 2017. Retrieved December 12, 2017.” Both pencils and inks per UHBMCC; GCD remains uncertain on inker.”
Bullpen Bulletins: "The King is Back! 'Nuff Said!", in Marvel Comics cover dated October 1975, including Fantastic Four #163” Specific series- and issue-dates in article are collectively per GCD and other databases given under References™ Howe, Sean (August 20, 2014). "After His Public Downfall, Sin City's Frank Miller Is Back (And Not Sorry)".
Wired. Cond Nast. Archived from the original on January 22, 2015. Retrieved January 21, 2015.” "Marvel Focuses On Direct Sales". The Comics Journal (59): 1112. October 1980.” "Harvey Sues Marvel Star Comics, Charges Copyright Infringement", The Comics Journal #105 (Feb. 1986), pp. 2324.” a b c "Marvel Reaches Agreement to Emerge from
Bankruptcy". The New York Times. July 11, 1997. p.D3. Archived from the original on June 7, 2011.” "Clive Barker official site: Comics". Clivebarker.com. November 28, 1999. Archived from the original on May 13, 2011. Retrieved August 10, 2012.” "Independent Heroes from the USA: Clive Barker's Razorline". Internationalhero.co.uk. Archived from
the original on October 4, 2012. Retrieved August 10, 2012.”™ "Bye Bye Marvel; Here Comes Image: Portacio, Claremont, Liefeld, Jim Lee Join McFarlane's New Imprint at Malibu". The Comics Journal (48): 1112. February 1992.”~ Mulligan, Thomas S. (February 19, 1992). "Holy Plot Twist: Marvel Comics' Parent Sees Artists Defect to Rival Malibu,
Stock Dive". Los Angeles Times. ISSN0458-3035. Archived from the original on May 10, 2017. Retrieved February 1, 2016.”~ Ehrenreich, Ben (November 11, 2007). "Phenomenon Comic Genius?". The New York Times magazine. Archived from the original on August 7, 2013. Retrieved February 11, 2017.” Reynolds, Eric. "The Rumors are True:
Marvel Buys Malibu", The Comics Journal #173 (December 1994), pp. 2933.” "News!" Indy magazine #8 (1994), p. 7.” "Scott Rosenberg". Wizard World. Archived from the original on March 4, 2016. Retrieved October 14, 2015.”~ Webber, Tim (November 12, 2019). "The Ultraverse: How Marvel Absorbed the Malibu Comics World". Comic Book
Resources. Retrieved June 27, 2022.” "Marvel allies with Harvey Comics - UPI Archives". UPI. Archived from the original on September 28, 2021. Retrieved May 16, 2024.” Duin, Steve and Richardson, Mike (ed.s) "Capital City" in Comics Between the Panels (Dark Horse Publishing, 1998) ISBN1-56971-344-8, p. 69~ Rozanski, Chuck (n.d.). "Diamond
Ended Up With 50% of the Comics Market". MileHighComics.com. Archived from the original on July 16, 2011. Retrieved April 27, 2010.” "Diamond Comic Distributors acquires Capital City Distribution; Comic distribution industry stabilized by purchase". bNet: Business Wire via Findarticles.com. July 26, 1996. Archived from the original on May 25,
2012. Retrieved April 27, 2010.”™ "Hello Again: Marvel Goes with Diamond", The Comics Journal #193 (February 1997), pp. 910.” Duin, Steve and Richardson, Mike (ed.s) "Diamond Comic Distributors" in Comics Between the Panels (Dark Horse Publishing, 1998) ISBN1-56971-344-8, p. 125-126" Huckabee, Tyler (June 15, 2021). "Meet the 1990s
Marvel Christian Superhero Disney Doesn't Want You to Know About". RELEVANT. Archived from the original on May 21, 2022. Retrieved May 8, 2022.” "GCD:: Brand Emblem:: Marvel Comics; Nelson". Grand Comics Database. Archived from the original on May 8, 2022. Retrieved May 8, 2022.” Miller, John Jackson. "Capital Sale Tops Turbulent
Year: The Top 10 Comics News Stories of 1996". CBGXtra. Archived from the original on November 7, 2007. Retrieved December 20, 2007.”~ Raviv, Dan (2001). Comic War: Marvel's Battle for Survival. Heroes Books. ISBN978-0-7851-1606-6.” a b McMillan, Graeme. Page 10. "Leaving an Imprint: 10 Defunct MARVEL Publishing Lines" Archived
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Marvel Reading Order from Travis StarnesPortals: Companies United States Disney New York (state) ComicsRetrieved from " recap the release and chronological order to watch all the Marvel movies and Disney+ series set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU).Catching up with the Marvel Universe is no small feat. It means settling in for a
serious movie marathoncomplete with a mountain of popcornto get through over 43 movies and 17 series. And with so many titles, one question always trips people up: whats the correct viewing order? Were here to clear that up and guide you through everythingabsolutely everythingfrom Phase 1 to Phase 5, with a quick glimpse at whats coming in
Phases 5 and 6. The entire Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU), summarized and sorted. Grab a pen and papertheres a lot to cover.In what order to watch the Marvel Cinematic Universe movies and series?There are two ways to watch all the movies and series in the Marvel Universe:Chronological order of the storyRelease date order of the moviesHere
we are going to show you both, including the Rotten Tomatoes ratings for each film.Marvel movies and series in chronological orderTo see all Marvel movies and series in chronological order we recommend the following list with all titles until 2025:Captain America: The First Avenger (2011) - Rating: 80Captain Marvel (2019) - Rating: 79Iron Man
(2008) - Rating: 94The Incredible Hulk (2008) - Rating: 67Iron Man 2 (2010) - Rating: 72Thor (2011) - Rating: 77The Avengers (2012) - Rating: 92Iron Man 3 (2013) - Rating: 79Thor: The Dark World (2013) - Rating: 66Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014) - Rating: 90Guardians of the Galaxy (2014) - Rating: 91Guardians of the Galaxy 2 (2017) -
Rating: 85The Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015) - Rating: 77Ant-Man (2015) - Rating: 83Captain America: Civil War (2016) - Rating: 90Black Widow (2021) - Rating: 80Black Panther (2018) - Rating: 96Doctor Strange (2016) - Rating: 89Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017) - Rating: 92Ant-Man and the Wasp (2018) - Rating: 87Thor: Ragnarok (2017) -
Rating: 93Avengers: Infinity War (2018) - Rating: 85Avengers: Endgame (2019) - Rating: 94Wandavision (2021) (Disney+ Series) - Rating: 91Falcon and The Winter Soldier (2021) (Disney+ Series) - Rating: 83Spider-Man: Far From Home (2019) - Rating: 90Spider-Man: No Way Home (2021) - Rating: 94Loki (2021) (Disney+ Series) - Rating:
92Eternals (2021) - Rating: 78Shang-Chi and the Legends of the Ten Rings (2021) - Rating: 92Hawkeye (2021) (Disney+ Series) - Rating: 92Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness (2022) - Rating: 75Moon Knight (2022) (Disney+ Series) - Rating: 86Ms. Marvel (2022) Marvel (2022) (Disney+ Series) - Rating: 98Thor: Love and Thunder (2022) -
Rating: 68She-Hulk: Attorney at Law (2022) (Disney+ Series) - Rating 88Black Panther: Wakanda Forever (2022) - Rating 84Ant-Man and the Wasp: QuantumaniaGuardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3The MarvelsDeadpool & WolverineCaptain America: Brave New WorldThunderbolts*/The New AvengersThe Fantastic Four: First StepsMarvel movies and
series by release dateTo see all Marvel movies and series in order of release date, the list is as follows for each of the phases:Marvel Cinematic Universe Phase 1This period spanned from Iron Man (2008) to The Avengers (2012). Six films:Iron Man (2008) - Rating: 94The Incredible Hulk (2008) - Rating: 67Iron Man 2 (2010) - Rating: 72Thor (2011) -
Rating: 77Captain America: The First Avenger (2011) - Rating: 80The Avengers (2012) - Rating: 92Marvel Cinematic Universe Phase 2The second phase begins with Iron Man 3 (2013) and runs through Ant-Man (2015). Thats another six films:Iron Man 3 (2013) - Rating: 79Thor: The Dark World (2013) - Rating: 66Captain America: The Winter Soldier
(2014) - Rating: 90Guardians of the Galaxy (2014) - Rating: 91The Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015) - Rating: 77Ant-Man (2015) - Rating: 83Marvel Cinematic Universe Phase 3Phase 3 of the MCU is made up of 11 films. From Captain America Civil War (2016) to Spider-Man: Far From Home (2019), encompassing of course the two major Marvel
cinematic events, Infinity War and Endgame.Captain America: Civil War (2016) - Rating: 90Doctor Strange (2016) - Rating: 89Guardians of the Galaxy 2 (2017) - Rating: 85Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017) - Rating: 92Thor: Ragnarok (2017) - Rating: 93Black Panther (2018) - Rating: 96Avengers: Infinity War (2018) - Rating: 85Ant-Man and the Wasp
(2018) - Rating: 87Captain Marvel (2019) - Rating: 79Avengers: Endgame (2019) - Rating: 94Spider-Man: Far From Home (2019) - Rating: 90Marvel Cinematic Universe Phase 4Phase 4 began in 2021, is the longest and was the first to introduce the series into the MCU:WandaVision (2021, Disney+ Series) - Rating: 91Falcon and the Winter Soldier
(2021, Disney+ Series) - Rating: 83Loki (2021, Disney+ Series) - Rating: 92Black Widow (2021) - Rating: 80What if...? (2021, Disney+ Series)Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings (2021) - Rating: 92Eternals (2021) - Rating: 47Hawkeye (2021, Disney+ Series) - Rating: 92Spider-Man: No Way Home (2021) - Rating: 93Doctor Strange in the
Multiverse of Madness (2022) - Rating: 75Moon Knight (2022, Disney Series) - Rating: 98Ms. Marvel (2022, Disney Series) - Rating: 75 Thor: Love and Thunder (2022) - Rating: 68She-Hulk: Attorney at Law (Disney+ Series, 2022)Black Panther: Wakanda Forever (2022)Marvel Cinematic Universe Phase 5Phase 5 officially kicked off the heart of the
Multiverse Saga in February 2023 and is set to run through the end of 2025. Calling it one of the most chaotic phases in the MCU wouldnt be an exaggeration and not because of it stories, but its been marked by constant shifts, delays, and industry-wide turbulence. Both movies and TV series have faced setbacks, with some pushed back by just a few
months, while others remain stuck in development hell. Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantumania - (2023 Movie)Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 - (2023, Movie)Secret Invasion - (2023, Disney+ Series)Loki Season 2 - (2023, Disney+ Series)The Marvels - (2023, Movie)What if...? Season 2 - (2023, Disney+ Series)Echo - (2024, Disney+ Series)Deadpool &
Wolverine - (2024, Movie)Agatha: All Along - (2024, Disney+ Series)What if...? Season 3 - (2024, Disney+ Series)Your Friendly Neighborhood Spider-Man (2025, Disney+ Series)Daredevil: Born Again - (2025, Disney+ Series)Captain America: Brave New World - (2025, Movie)Thunderbolts* - (2025, Movie)Ironheart - June 24, 2025 (Disney+
Series)Marvel Cinematic Universe Phase 6If Phase 5 felt unstable, Phase 6 reflects the consequences of several things that havent quite workedboth within the MCU and in the real world. Its set to be one of the shortest phases, but also one that aims to tie together many of the lingering threads fans have been waiting to see pay off on the big screen.
Much like Phase 3, it will conclude with a major double-header: two new Avengers films that promise to bring the saga to an epic close.The Fantastic Four: First Steps - July 25, 2025Eyes of Wakanda - August 1st, 2025Marvel Zombies - October 3, 2025Daredevil: Born Again Season 2- March 2026Wonder Man - June 2026Spider-Man: Brand New Day -
July 31, 2026Avengers: Doomsday - December 18, 2026Vision Quest - 2026Your Friendly Neighboorhood Spider- Man: Season 2 - 2026Avengers: Secret Wars - December 17, 2027Tagged in:
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